Crown Suils Bill.

I'ne How. F. M. $I'ONE: He could give
security for costs.

THe Hon C. A. PIESSE: He might not
be able to do so.

Clanse sgreed ta.

Clanses 27 to 36, agreed to.

Clause 37.— Limitation of Damages* :

Tee Hoxn. 8. J. HAYNES: I have not fully
considered this matter, but I am inelined to
the opinicn that the amount of £1,000 men-
tioned in this Ulause is not suMficient. It
strikes me that, in some cases, £1,000 would be
totally inndequate, especially where the person
was maimed for life. I move that progress
be reported in order that we muy have wnore
time to consider the question.

Tne MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): This Bill has now been before
the Housa for o week, and this was one of the
points I especially mentioned on the second
rending. £1,000 secms to me to be s fnir
limit, wher we consider the interests of the
public whohavé to pay thesc damages. The
payment of heavy damages has been a serions
matter in the other colonies, and the rates
charged on our railways are too small to allow
for unlimited riaks. In the post office there
is n regulation limiting the amount
any persen  can  recover if anything
is lost in transmission, and the limit is fixed
because the ebarge which is made 13 8o small.
Iy a colony like thig I think £1,000is a fair
sum to fix aa the limit.

Tre How. 5. 1. HAYNES: If the rates are
not high enough to cover the risk, the Depart-
ment can casily malke a higher charge.
not see why the Government should be in a
different$ position to o private individue?, whe
bas to tnke the consequences of his negligence,
The Hon. the Minister eays that the post office
kas a limit, but I think it is unreasonnble to
compare & chattel with a life orn limb. I agk
that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported.

|
|

Ido .

ADJOURNMENT.
The House, at 9.30 o’clock, p-m., adjonrned '
until Thursday, September 19, at 430
o’clock p.m.

[18 SepTEMEEE. 1885,)
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Tegislative Assemblp.

Wednesday, 18th Seplember, 1895.

Message from His Excellency the Adwinistrator ;
Supplementary Estimates—Custows drawback
wpon Goods Erxported—Report on quality of
Land  and Timber along Brdgetown Helway
Boutes—Engineering  Difficulties, Timber Re-
sources, dc., welong [Bridgetown  Raitlway
Routes—Copyright Fill :  third reading— Esti-
mates, 18956 : in committee— Mussages from the
Legistative Council: JMings Regulation Bil,
Jirst veading ; Partnership Bill amendments—
Assisted Schools Abolition Bl : second vead-
ing—Addjournment,

Tue SPEAKIiSH took the chaie nt 4.3
o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERE,

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE
ADMINISTRATOR.

SUPFLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.

The following Message was presented to Mr.
Speaker by Sir John Forrest, and the sanme was
read, and was as follows :(—

Avex. C. OnsLow,

A dministrator,

The Administrator transmits to the Legis-
lative Assembly edditional Lstimates of ex-
penditure for the year ending 30th June, 1896,
to the extent of £20,960, and recommends an
appropriation of the Consolidated Revenue
uccordingly.

Giovernment Hoase, Perth,

September 18th, 1895.

CUSTOME DRAWBACK UPON GOODS
EXPORTED,

Me. HASSELL, for Mr. CoNNor, in accord-
ance with notice, asked the Colonial Treasurer
whether it was the intention of the Govern-
went to institute a system of drawback, in
the Customs Department, for goods on which
duties had been paid and which had to be

exported.
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Tae PREMIEY (Houn. Sir J. Worrest) ve-

plied that the Government had uo such
intention nt present.
REPORT ON QUALITY OF LAND AND

TIMBER ALONG BRIDGETOWN RAIL-
WAY ROUTES.

Me. RANDELL, in accordance with notice,
moved, “ That thers be 1aid upon the table of
the House the report made by Mr. Surveyor
Brazier to the Commissioner of Crown Lands
on the quality of the land and timber in the
vieinity of each of thesurveyed routes of the
proposed railway from Dennybrook to Bridge-
town.”

Question put and passed.

ENGINEERING DIFFICULTIES, TFTIMBER
RESOURCES, &c. ALONG BRIDGETOWN
RAILWAY ROUTES,

Mg, RANDELL, in accordance with notice,
moved, “ That Mr. Moody, who made the
detailed survey of the proposed routes of the
ruilway from Donnybrook to Bridgetown, be
requested by the Commissionerof Railways to
mnke a report, to be lnid on the table of the
House, containing—-

1, The distauce, engineering features, and
probable estimated cost of each route.

2. The gquautity and quality of lund in the
vicinity of each route.

3. The quantity and quality of the timher
available on each route.

4. The route that would serve the largest
nuaber of people, both now and prospectively,
and that would be most likely to provide work
for the railway when completed, and gene-
rolly promote the settlement of the country.

Question putand passed.

COPYRIGHT BILL.

Read a third time, and ordered to be trans-
mitted to the Legislative Conncil.

ESTIMATES, 18956.

Tke House went inte Committee for the
further consideration of the Estimates,
on the Vote—Works and Buildings, £445,136
13s. 4d.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Estimates 1895-G.

Mer. LEAKE, referving to Ttem 150 (Perth
Hospital, £5,500) asked whether this vote was
intended for further additions tothe hospilal.

Twe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : It is,

Mer. LEAKE trusted that, in anything fur-
ther done to the hospital, care would be tuken
to increase the accommodation. A consider-
able amount bad heen expended in connection
with the hospital, and it appeared as if the
greater part of the new building was not heing
given up tothe patients, but to the stafi. So
far ns the patients were concerned, he was
inforined very little exlra accommodation had
been provided, He mentioned the matier in
order thut some explanation might be made as
to the effcet of the alterations.

Tue PREMTER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) replied
that when the present Luilding was finighed
there would be a considerable increase in the
accommodation available for patients. This
extra room would be obtuined by the removal
of the administrative part of the hospital
and the staff into the new building. At the
present time there was provision for soipe-
thing like thirty-six patients, and, when the
alterations were completed, he believed there
would be room for sixty-eight. ‘When all
the alterntions were carried out it would he
found there would be ample nccommodation
for all purposes.

Mr. LEAEKE judgedfrom what had been said
originally that the ncecommodation for patients
would have been quadrupled, instead of which,
he found, from the remurks of the Premier,
it would only be doubled. Fe had been in-
formed that, so far as the front door of the
building was concerned, there would be a
difficulty in getting putients through on a
stretcher, owing to the nnrrowness of the
doorway.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. . W, Venn) said the original desigos
for the building had been submitted to the
medical staff of the hospital, and they had
spent a comsiderable time hefore the plans
were finally adopted. The original design
did not provide for the administrative
quarters being in the new building, but the
whole of the old building wounld now be used
for the accommodation of patients. It was
ulso intended that the further additions
shounld he given up entirely to the accomwoda-
tion of patients.

Mg, RANDELL believed that ome of the
greatest difficulties in the hospital hitherto
hed been the want of an operating theatre
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and s proper lift for the conveyance of |

pntients from one floor to another.
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

{Hon. H. W. Venn) had never heard of the !

difficolty, but be had no donbt an operating
theatre had been included in the origimal
design.

(Hon. H. W, Venn), referring to Item No.
158 (Dundas Police Quarters nnd Lockup,
£1,000), said it was not yet certain whether

i
l
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kind must be provided, but Kurnalpi was no
so flourishing as formerly.

Mg. A. FORREST, referring to Item 181
(Mullewn post office, £500), said it would be
a waste of money to build a post office at a

_ place that must go down as soon as the rail-
. way wag continued past it. This township
Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS '

the town of Dundas or that of the Norseman

would be the proper place For these buildings,
and he moved to insert after the word
“Dundas > the word “ goldfields. ”

Amendment, put and passed.

Twe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) referring to item No. 174
(Isrnelite Bay Telegraph Station, £2,500),
said: the proper name for the position of this
stafion wonld be Point Malcolm, and he moved
that the words ““Point Malcolm” be inserted
in lieu of the words * Israelite Bay.”

Amendment pat and passed.

Me. A. FORREST, referring to item No.
177 (Kellerberin Post Office, £380), moved
that this item be struck out. There was only
one settler in the vicinity, and the poat office
was not required.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn), hoped the itewa would not
be struck out, for the reason that although
the locality was not o populous one, the post
office and quarters were required, not only for
the postmaster, but also for the linemen
living in tha district.

Mg, LEAKE endorsed the remarks of the
hon. member for West Kimhborley, and drew
attention to the fuct that there were only one
or two settlers. There was proposed to be
expended the sum of £580 on buildings, and
there was an additional £150 per apnum for
the salary of the postmaster. If the quarters
were reqnired for the linemen, probably they
conld do the workjinstead of & postmasater, and
thus save the salary of the latter,

Question, that the item be struck out, put
and negatived.

Mg, MARMION, referring to Item 178
(Kurnalpi post office, £100), asked whether
this proposed expenditure would not also he
an extravagance.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{(Hon. H. W. Venn) eaid the new building
would be temperary. A post ofice of some

would, in the ordinary course of events, be
alandoned as o result of the railway taking
the traffic away to other centres.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. H, W. Venn) said the hon. member’s

* contention was right, but there must be some

provision for the population which was likely
to be there during the next twe or three
years, if not permanently. The wool of the
district must come to Mullewa station, after
the railway' was made through to Cue, and
Mullewa must continue o he somewhat of a
centre. The Government had a police station
there, and the Postal Department required a
post office at Mullewa.

Me. A. FORREST said the explanation
was mot satisfactory to him. XKnowing
the district, he woea sure that mo wool
would be loaded at Mullewa, as the wool for
the Murchison would reach the railway further
back., He asked the committae not to
consent to the throwing away of £500 on a
building that would not be required a year or
two hence, when Mullewa would be nn aban-
doned township. “The same result was taking
place ns o result of the Coolgardie ruilwauy
being constrneted beyond Southern Cross.

Pre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, II, W. Venn) gaid some provision must
be made for the considerable number of people
then at Mullewn, and the building would be
constructed ot wood and iron, 80 that it could
bhe removed afterwards, if necessary.

Mr. GEORGE said that, having had some
experience in the construction of railways, he
had noticed that in constructing a new rail-
way the starting town got a stimulus in trade,
which lasted s little time; fhem the mnext
gettlement at the head of the line got a
stimulus, which died away as socon as the rail-
way reached a further seftlement, and so on
successively ns the construction proceeded.
After p fictitious advance, the tradz of a town-
ship tapped by a railway was drained away
more or less as soon asthe railway got past
that town, and the town then began to go
down. Mullewa consisted of about three
public bmildings before the railway to Cue
was commenced, and as sure as that railway
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went past it, so surely woenld the trade and
population Lie drawn away to other centres,
unless Maullewa had a backbone of industries
to keep it going, which he believed it had net,
"T'he same result was happening on the railway
to Coolgardie, for, as =oon ag the contractors
opened the line twenty miles beyond Southern
Cross, the forwarding ageats shifted their
camps to the new place, and Southern Cross
was going down fast, ns the result of the traffic
passing right thrcogh., [Mge. Moran: Non-
sense.] The hon. wember used that word
because it was natural to him. Southern
Cross had already gone down pretty consider-
=bly, as he had reason to know ; and Mullewa
would go down in like manner.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said he bad forgotten to
point out that the Midland Railway Conpany
contemplated extending their-line by making
a connection with the goldfelds line at
Mullewa ; and, if that were done, Mullewn
wonld then hecome a centra for loading fat
stock from the Northern districts for the
Southern markets. If he had anything to deo
with the Midland Company, that would be an
object he would try to attain,

Mg. A. FORREST said that, in the event of
the Midland Company making that connec-
tion, it would be time enough for the Govern-
ment to spend £500 in building n post-office.

Mr. ILL!NGWORTH gaid the amount pro-
posed was small, and the committee might
well prssit, as a Iarge population was in the
locality at present, as shown by the fact that
Mullewn had four hotels. He knew that a
certain district a few miles from Mullewa was
being prospected, and his information in-
dicated that it was likely to become a some-
what prosperous little goldfield. The building,
if put up now, might be removed when neces-
sary, without much expense.

Me. MORAN said the committee should
not be alarmed at the statement that South-
ern Cross was going down,

Tue Cuammaw said the condition of
Southern Cross was not now before the Com-
mittee,

Mzn. GEORGE pointed ont zome errors in
figures, showing the unexpended balances in
Items 138 and 171.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
thanked the hon. member for druwing atten-
tion to these errors., and said he would have

¢ hem pnt right.

(ASSEMBLY.]
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Mz. GEQORGE, referring to the item “South
Perth Jetty, £400,” asked what this amount
wug required for, and where it was intended
this jetty shonld be erected.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plicd that the jetty was to be erected at South
Perth, near the Point. Tt was wanted by the
South Perth Roads Board, and it was consi-
dered that it would be very useful both for
passengers and goods, as the river steainbonts
might be indoeed to call there.

Me. ILLINGWORI'H, referring to the itom
“ Railway Surveys, Muorble Bar—Pilbarra
Goldfields, £1,500,° desired to express his
great satisfaction at the fact that the Govern.
went had been pleased to proceed with this
survey, which had heen asked for laat seasion,
und also because they were spending such a
large sum of money on unreproductive works
out of the revenne. He was plensed to find
that, in this respect, the Government had
yielded to the strongly-expressed wishes of
himself and other members of the House.

My. GEORGE, referring to the item “Addi-
tional Tmprovements to Opened Railways,
£40,000,” asked whether this included the
duplication of the line between Perth and
Fremantle.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) snid it did not. It pro-
vided for many improvements to lines which
had been opened, such as a large shed for
Fremantle, the improvement of the Fremantle
railway station, and for an cutwards pgoods
shed in Perth. There were also improve-
ments intended to be made to a number of
other stations, including that at Spencer’s
Brook, Newcustle, and the Clackline, so that
these stations wonld be rendered more com-
fortable for the travelling publie.

Mr. GEQRGE asked whera it was intended
the outwards goods shed in Perth shounld be
placed.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that the intention
was to have this shed built end on
to the Melboorne-road, with various lines
ranuing into it from the different districts, so
that anything like confasion in the transport
of goods would be prevented. There woull be
different platforms, and the delivery of goods
would he facilitated in every way.

Mr. GEORGE trusted that, when these
sheds were being built, arrangements would be
mnde whereby the people living in the depart-
mental cottages in the station yard would be
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enabled to observe something like decency.
There were closeta built there without the
slightest effort to screen themw from the public
gnze, and, some time ago, the condition of these
outhouses generally was so shominable thaoi
the Inspector of Nuisances was called in, and
the evil was temporarily remedied; but that
did not afect the position of the places themn-
selves. It would cost very listle to have these
buildings screened off,

Me. RANDELL remarked that a few years
ugo he iutroduced into the Houmse a provision
making it compulsory upon people to sereen
buildings of this nature from the view of the
publi¢, and it would appear ns if, in this in-
stance, fthe officers of the City Council were
not doing their duty. These buildings ware
un ohject lesson, for they were in the most
prominent position. The Department should
set a good example in matters of this kind.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said the cottages to which
these buildings were attached wonld not
remuin standing for a very long time, and
some of the tenants had been given motice to
quibt already. The Departwent would notf,
thearefore, be justified in entering upon any
Inrge expenditure, but he wonld take care
that, while they did remain, the cause of com-
plaint in this puarticular instance would he

removed.
Mz, HASSELL thought thut while the con-

dition of these buildings was under discussion,
attention might be divected to the accommod-
tion at Chidlow’s Well. It was a disgrace to
humanity.

Mr. GEORGE hoped those who had to deal
with the traffic of the railways would be con-
sulted with regard to the building of these
sheds.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF
(Hon. H. W, Venn) : Certainly.

Vote put and passed.

Veote—" Road and Bridges, £67,750 " :

Me. GEORGE, referring to the item,
* Greants for roads and bridges throughout
the colony, £33,000,” said he wonld like to see
jome system adopted whereby Roads Boards
would be uble to know exactly the amount of
sevenue they were likely to have. He would
ike to see some definite system whereby chese
jodies wowld be able to secure a certain
unount as a right, and not as a faver. It was
soneuth the dignity of an hon. mewber to be
rompelled to ask for these amounts. There
thonld be some definite atlocation of the grant,

RAILWAYS
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s0 that Ronds Roards would know cxactly
what they could expect to receive.

Mr. BOLOMON understood that the various
Road Boards forwarded estimutes to the
department, and that the grant wag then
allocated bebween them,

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, H. W. Vonn) said that each yeor the
Roads Boards, of which there were now some-
thing like sixty, were asked to forward to the
department an estimate of their probable
requirements for the coming season. Of
course, the cluims were very large, and
probably would aggregate about a inillion,
but the Depurtment allocated the grant
according to what appeared to be the urgent
requircments of each Board. Although the
railways were an important element in open-
ing up the country, it should not be forgotten
that the ronds were equnlly important, while,
so fur as the work of the Boards was con-
cerned, very little fault could be found with
what they were doing. 'the Department wus
ulways ready to listen to any reasonable
request for extra nssistance in special cases.

My, GEORGE did not wish to question the
vote, but he would like to see some definibe
systew adopted, inatend of members having to
approach the Government every time money
wasg reguired.

‘I'ne PREMLER. (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : 1t is
oot necessary to approach the Government.
The money is granted without any approach
being made by the Roads Boards at all, beyond
sending in their estimates.

Me. GEORGE: This will be news for my
aonstituents, as [ have had a great deal of
correspondence on the subject.

Mg, 4. F. SBHOLL agreed that the wmount
was not large, when the large area over which
it had to be expedded was considered, hat it
uppesred to him that, in the specialgrants,
there was agood deal of favor. The district of
Perth had a special grant of £600 last year,
sad Victorin Plains £450.

Tue Prexier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): That
was for a road to the railway station.

Meg. R. F. SHOLL was prepared to admit
there might be good reasnn for special grants,
but, at the same time, it did appear to him
there was comsiderable favor shown in the
allucation of that portion of the grant.

Me. WOQOD considered thot,so fur us the
alloention of the money was concerned, it
would be better to bave the system applying
to Municipalities extended to the Roads Boards.
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and thus compel them to raise a portion of their

revenue by rates, and then receive o subsidy

on « similar basis to that governing the grants
to municipalities.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) did not think this would
be practicable ot all with some of the Hoads
Boards, for the simple reason that the land of
some settlers ran along perhaps 900 miles of
rvond. In the outlying districts the sebtlers
could not be asked to rate themselves, what.
ever might be practicable in mere thickly
settled parts.

Mr., JAMES was of opinion that in the
wmore sottled districts the Government should
only contribute Government funds for rouds
and bridges in proportion as fthe resi-
dents of any district taxed themselves to
provide those works. The districts he alluded
to should not he allowed to form Roads Boards
but ekould be required to form Municipalities.
It was anomalous that people should be
allowed to escape taxation by living in the
suburbs of Perth, while those in the city bad
to pay municipal rates.

AN Hown. MemBER: That is why they go
to the suburbs.

Me. A. FORREST pointed cut that what-
ever might be said in favor of taxing people
in setbled districts it would be impossible to
raise funds for ronds und bridges in the
sparsely populated areas of the colony , such
as in the northern parts, where there wus mo
freehold land.

Mr. JAMES challenged contradiction of
the fact that the members of the Roads Board
of South Perth paid a larger proportion of rates
than other people.

Mg, ILLENGWORTH said the grant for
roads and Lridges was growing as it grew in
Victoria. There it wae found that when the
revenue fell off, the vote could not ba reduced
bhecause there were so many wembers in the
Legislative Assembly who were interested in
maintaining the expenditure of the money.
The House should be cautious not to allow
the grant to increase tosuch an extent that it
would be detrizentul to the interests of the
colony.

Me. RANDELL hoped that the Perth Roads
Board would improve the condition of the
Perth-Guildford road, which wus the highwny
of & very large number of settlers in travel-
ling to the capital.

Mr. LEAKE referrving to Item No. 10

[(ASSEMBLY.]
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(Middle Swan Bridge, £1,000), asked where
the bridge was to be placed.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) said
the Swun Roads Bonrd recommended thut the
bridge should be placed between the Upper
Swan bridge und the bridge at Guildford. [t
was strange that 2 bridge had not been erected
at the place he wmentioned, years ago, us it wus
much wanted.

Mg. RANDELL wag of opinion that the site
of the bridge which had been built Ly o pri-
vate individual wus the proper site for the
new structure.

Me. LOTON remarked that the site of the
new bridge had uot been definitely chosen,
but it would be most desirable to place it o
little north of the Orphauage,near the village
of Albion, in order to serve the purpoese of the
largest nuwber of settlers.

Me. RANDELL referring to [tem No. 12
{Nicholson-road, Jandakot area, £2,250), said
the sure was a large one, and he would like to
ask the Premier whether the developtnent of
the district warrunted the expenditure, How
many settlers were there at Jandakot. and
were they likely to remain there.

Mr. GEORGE desired to know whether the
construction of the road wans to go on im
sections, cominenced st the same time ut the
Fremantle and the Jandakot ends of the
road. If so, he would like the Dircctor of
Public Works to name the Jandaket terminus
of the road.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said the road would be
costly to make, us it passed through sandy
eountry, but it would be a valuable highway,
as it would enable the settlers, of whom there
were & large number in the district, to reach
the railway with their produce. 'The land at
Jandakot was, he wus informed, very fertile.

Mg. Ra¥pELL: You do not say how muny
settlers there ave there.

Mz. R. ¥F. SHOLL drew atlention to the
fact that last year £750 was voted for this
road.

Tue Peemies: That was for the Fremantle
end.

Mz. B. F. SHOLL heligved, frow all he could
hear, that tbe land at Jandakor was uot very
fertile.

Mr. PHILLIPS, referring to item No. 13,
“ Pe¢rth-Frewmantle-rond, £8,000,” nsked what
was to be done to the road for the money.

Tue DIRECIOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hou. H. W, Venn) expluined that the road

v
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would he thovoughly reconstructed, and the
line altered 5o as not to pass over the railway ;
but the old route would Le left open, go that
persons who lived, on or who hud land on, that
route would not be deprived of their frontage.
But the new line of round would be the
ond that would be chiefly used.
& very important one, und the proposed vote
wonld make the road so thoroughly that it
would be very easy to keep it in & permanent
state of repair. A god bed would be formed
for the top dressing, over which heavy rollers
would be passed. The work would be done by
conbract.

Mg, GEORGE was very glid tv hear that
the road was ubout to be properly constructed,
and that the expensive experiments of the
Publie Works Departmenton road making were
wbout to cense. The road had alveady cost so
much thut a crushing of the metal upon it
ought to yicld two or three ounces of gold to
the ton. Was the work to be let o one large
contract or in sections ?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. H. W. Venn) said it would Le botter to
have the rond made in one contract, but the
worst would be done in sections, comwencing
together at either end. No trafic would be
wllowed over those scotions until they were
quite completed.

Mg, FEORGE was very sorry to heur that
the work wus to be done in one large
contrack.

I'ne PreMier: It i not very big.

Mg, GEORGE : [t was big enough to shut
out the small contractors, who bad been in
the habit of tendering for roud work for years,
and who had the plant requisite for that pur-
pose, und who had been lovking forward to
the making of the road ia question to give
them a chunce of making u living. 'Tbe work
would be hetter donme by a number of small
contractors than it wonld by one; und it could
not be argued, as in the case of the muking of
a rilwuy, that the small men must stand
nside Decanse £25,000 or £30,000 worth of
plant would Le required. The drays and
horses of o unmber of men who deserved the
consideration of the comuittee wonld bhave to
remain idle, if the intention of the Public
Works Department was carvied out. He
would like to know where the construction of
the road would commence at the Perth end,
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1 (Hon, H, W. Venn) said the Government

The road was |

as it entered tho civic bounduries of the .
En saying that, he did not in any way wish to

capitul.

Tue DIRECITOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

dared not interfere with the jurisdiction
which the City Council exercised over the
road, and could certainly not interfere with it
without first obtaiuivg the pwmissmon of the
City Council. It was, however, proposed that
that.section of the rond under the jurisdiction of
the civic body should start from the Stanley
Brewery .

Me. A. FORREST esid ho was pleased to
hear that, because he had intended to suggest
that the road should start from that peint, and
nlso that it should be extended to the north
end of tha Fremuntle Bridge. He was sure
the City Council would be plensed to know
that the work of re-constructing the road was
to be done Ly the Government, und he wus
pleased to hear the Director of Public Works
gay that the Government recognised the
rights of the City Council, and would not do
any work in the city without firat obtaining
their saaction.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL said he was sorry that
the Government should undertake to de
munisipul work by deciding to coustruct this
particular road ; but there wis satisfaction to
be found in the reflection that the Guvern.
ment, by Jdeing the work properly, would set
the City Council n very good exumple. Ha
sngpested that the Governmeat should, on
handing the road over to the Roads Boards
aud the Municipulities which cuntrolled the
sections of the road rumning thromgh their
particular districts, agree Lo set apart a suwm
of money annually for its upkeep, in order
that it might be kept in good repair.

Meu. MARMLION suid he was pleased that
the Govarnment had at lust taken in hand the
very necessary work of re-making the Perth-
Fremantle road. Al he feared was that
the proposed umount (£8,000) woold be in-
sufficient, in view of the fact that it was pro-
posed to make a deviation from the original
route at one part. He trusted that the work
would be carried right through during the
wpproaching summer season, because it would
be done cheaper, and a batter and more lnsting
road would be mede if it were done then. He
nac slways advocuted it in the past, and he was
of thesameopinion at present, that this road
shou!d be taken over by the Government,
becanse he believed that, after it was made
good, and left in the haude of the local goverr-
ing bodies, 1t would notlong remain a goo.. road

reflect upon the Municipalities and the Rouad
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Beards, but, seeing that the road in guestion
wag the main thoroughfare of the colony, be
firmly believed that the community would be
better served if it were talien over, und con-
trolled entirely by the Government. He also
hoped that the road would be made of & pro-
per width ; and he had no doubt, that if more.
than £8,000 were required to make it a credit-
able road, the additional amount would be
readily forthcoming.

Mzr. GEORGE said he wus very glad to
hear that the Perth section of the rond wasto
start from the Stanley hreawery, and he
thought that, as a deviation from its original
route was to be wade, o little more money
should be asked for todo the work.,

Mzr. RANDELL said he was pleased to ol-
serve that the Government recognised that
they were not only railway proprietors, but
were also trustees of the public interests in
regard to the comstruction eof main roads.
Referring to the item ** Perth Purk Road,
£5,000,” he suid that, as the whole muanage-
ment of the Perth Purk had been enfrusted
to & committee, he thought that the commit-
tee should frame regulntions that would pro-
hibit: heavy traffic from using the proposed
Perth Park Road. If henvy traffic were ex-
cluded from the road, a cheuper rond, of
gruvel, conld be constructed atb a cost of ubout
£3,000 instend of £5,000, us suggested, and
the balance could then be devoted to the con.
atruction of footpaths in different parts of the
Park.

Tue DIRECTOR OF FPUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. H. W. Yenn) said that, if it were decided
to have a gruvel rvad, the cost of constructing
it wonld probably be less than £5,000, but
although he thoroughly believed that gravel
roads were suitable for country districts, he
was not sure that they would answer the pur-
pose so well in the city. 1If the cost of con-
structing the Perth Park Road were reduced
in the manner suggested by the hon. wember
for Perth, the balance would probably be
used in the conetraction of approach roads to
the Park.

Me. GEORGUE said it was not probuable that
the Perth Park Boad would be used for beavy
traific, because the newly constructed main
road to Fremantle would be able to carry it.
He asked if it was intended to call for tenders
for the work soon.

Tue DirgcTor oF PubLic WORKES: Yea.
Me, MORAN referring to the Item * Pin-
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jurrah Bridge, Murray River, £000,” asked
it the bridge was a new onc.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hoo. H. W. Veon) said the bridge alveady
cxigted, but it was in need of repair. It wus
now contemplated to comstruct n footway
across the bridge, and to offect necessary alter-
ations and repairs, to do which, he was in-
clined to think, would cost more than £900,

Mz, GEORGE expressed his plensure at the
proposed alterations to the bridge, especiully
in regard to the construction of a footway
thereon. The bridge was largely used by the
surrounding settlers, nnd was 2 great conveni-
ence to o considerable number of persons
resident within a very large radius.

Me. MORAN suid he waain favor of o larger
aumount being voted for the work.

Me. LEAKE, referring to the Item * Road
for Fremantle Bridge to Preslon Point,
£1,000,” said he would like an explanation
of the itein, as it was apparently a new one.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) snid
the amount of £1,000 for the construction of u
road from Kremantle to Preston Poiut was
placed on the Eatimales at the request of six
representatives of Fremantle, who, having
pointed out to the Government that it wus
urgently required, the Government had been
pleased to muke provision for its coustruction.

Mr. MOSS said he desired to ask the
Attorney-Ganeral a question in regard to the
item. He said he helieved it was intended to
construct the road through the water frontuges
held by several land-owners along the pro-
posed route, and he wished to know whather
the Gevernment intended to reswne thouse
water frontages without giving the owners
compensation.

Tue ATLUORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the Government would requive to
have an overwhelmingly strong case belore
they resumed that particular land, or any
other land, for the purposes of public works,
without giving compensation to the owners.
Unless the Government had power to do it
under the Crown deed, they would never
think of taking such action. In the present
case the Government could, perhaps, make the
compensition smaller, but they would cer-
tainly not restme the lund without awarding
some compensation. He thought the Roads
Boards had power to reswune land, aad, if they
wished to get into trouble, be would invite
them to resume the particular land referred
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te by the hon. member, and refuse to give
compensation to the owners,

My, SOLOMON said that, as the comsbruc.

tion of the proposed rond would e¢nhance the '

value of the land, he did not think much ¢om-
pensation should be paid to the owners of
resumed land.

Me. MARMION was sorry the hon. member
tor North Fremantle had asked that question
of the Attorney-General, because it zeemed to
him that the hon. member made an effort to
obtain gratuitons advice upon a matter in
in which he was perscnally interested.

Mz. Simeson : Motives again!

Mg. MARMION said the question of pecur-
ing the foreshore ar the parficular part in
question, for the benefit of the townspeople of
Feemantle, had deeply intevested the people
of Fremantle, and the hen. member for North
Fremantle knew it had. The Goverament
bad very kindly assisted in ihat object, by
granting a snm of money for the construction
of a rond in that divection. He knew that a
egal matter in connection with the resump-
tion of land was pending, but he did net
thini the present was an opportune time to
obtain an opinion from the Attorney-General
—the legal reprusentative of the Government
—upoun the mutier, the merits of which would
probably be fought out in the Law Courts.

Me. MOSS said he did not thank the hon.
member for ¥remantle for impufing personal
motives to him in the matter, when he asked
tho question of the Attorney-General regnrd.
ing compensation. It was true that he was
the possessor of n small piece of Innd haviag a
river frontage in the locality of the route of
the proposed voad to Preston Point; but that
fact did not actunte him when bhe asked the
question. He had heen requested, by the bulk
of the owners of land in that neighborhood, to
obtain some opinion from the Government as
to whether compensation for the resumption
of land would he pnid to them ; und the
hon. member for East Kimberley (Mr. Conunor),
who was not present, was one of them. He
was equally anxious us the hou. wmember
for Fremantle was, that the people of Fre-
mantle should possess the land referred to,
and that it should not be in the hands
of the Governmment, The proposed road
wus certainly very urgently reguired, and
should be constructed with as little delay
ag possible, but he thought it wonld be a very
great injustice if those persons who hed ac-
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quired property on the route of the roud, at
very great cost, should have it resumed by the
Government without receiving compensation,
and he wos glad indeed to hear that the Go-
vernment did not intend to act towurds those
landowners in that wany. He wished again to
deny the imputation of the hon. member for
Fremantle, that, in asking the Attorney-
General that guestion regarding com-
pensation, he did so from any personal
motives.

Me. MARMION said it was well known
and parbicularly by the hon. member for
North Fremantle, that a rondway existed in
the direction of Preston Point, many years
ago, and that it was still in existence. He
would not have gone into the guestion at all,
had it not heen for the action of the hon,
membor for North Fremuntle in asking that
question of the Attorney-Gemeral. He felt
sure that, when the time arrived when the
land in guestion was taken by the people of
Fremantle, the Government would assist them
to acquire it in a legitimate manuver,

At 6.30 p.m. the Chairmar left the chair.

At 7.30 pm. the Chnirman vesumed the
chair,

Mr. LBAKE, referring further to Item 17:
(Road from PFremantle to Preston Point
£1,000), said the remarks of the hon. member
tor Fremantle {(Mr. Murmion) had placed a
new and different aspect on this itens ; hecauss
it uappeared thut, in reply to the apparently
harimwless gquestion put by the hon. member
tor North Fremantic (Mr., Moss), the
Attorney-General had hinfed there was more
than & possibility of the Government having
to pay compensation for the resumption of
land upon which to Luild this road. That was
a denger ahead, for experience had taught
the House to be carefnl hefore indulging in
the pastime of resumption. The frechold
sections of land along this rond extended near
to the water, rv into it at some points, so that
in making the road passable, some portions of
freehold would have to be resuiwed, and that
teant compensation.  With a view of raising
« disoussion, he moved that the item be struck
wot. He did not understund why the hon.
member for North Fremantle should attack
his colleague, the hon. member for Fremantle,
in reference to this voud ; bat, if they could
uobt agree upon it, the item should not be
passed.

Me. MOSS said he was pet at varinnce with
his colleague on this guestion, and he hoped
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the item would he passed. All he desired was
thatthose persons who owned lund along this
road should have a clear undevstanding that
the Government did not intend to sever sowe
of these smull sections by running the road
through them, without compensation. He
was aware the Government had the right to
resume the land, in eome instances, without
compensation ; but be believed it was never
intended that, m reserving this right to the
Crown when the original grants were made,
those resumption should be exercised without
compensation in the case of small allotments-
The principle was intended tu apply to lurge
areas., Rather than resume without compen-
sation, thea Government should reclaim o
portion of the foreshore. He repudisted the
insinuation of the hon. member for Fremantle
that he had heen actunated by a persenal
motive in putting a question to the Attorney-
General.

Tur CHATRMAN suid he did not think the
hon. member for ¥remantle intended to make
un insinuation that the hon. wmembver for
North Fremantle had been actuated by
improper motives. If this hud been insinuated,
it would have been his {the Chairmun'a) duty
to ¢nll the hon. member for Frewmantle to
order, and ask him to withdraw the words,

M. BMOSS said thatwhat the bon, wember
for|Fremantle had stated was thathe (3Mr.Moss)
put the guestion to the Attorney-General, be-
cause he (Mr. Moss) was personally interested.
16 wus surprising that an “ old parliamentary
hand” like the member for ¥romoautle should
have cast the insinuation that he did

My, MARMION snid he was surprised at the
hon. member for Albany in moving to strike
out this item. Thepartof theriver side where
this inprovement was to he made was where
all the aquatic sports were held—one of the
prethiest parts of the river near Fremantle ;
and the Municipality had not the funds avail-
able for beautifying that spot a8 a place for
sightseeing andrecreation.

Mk, R. ¥. SHOLL said the Government
should not repent, in this case, tho mistake of
cunstructing this road befure knowing how
much they would have to pay for resuming
laud, us they did in making the ruilway down
Dounybrook way. He was glad to find the
Government were ot iusisting, in all these
ciases, onr their reserved right to resume
one-twentieth of Lhe area of an original grant
of land ; and bhe bhoped they would make
their intention retrospective, by waking restitu-
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tion to those persons out of “whose land the
Government had previonsly resumed one-
twenticth part for railwny and other purposes,
He believed this road led te nowhere.

Taeg DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hou. H. W. Venn' gnid therc was no inten-
tion on the part of the Government to pay,
out of the £1,000 proposed in this item, any
compencation for land in connection with the
construction of this road. llaving that as.
surnnce, the hon. member would perhape
withdrow his motion. If the land required
for the rond was not available, the money
would not be expended.

Mr. LEAEKE said the explanation wus
satiefactory to him, and he withdrew the
otien.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr, LEAKEY, referring to Item 18 (load,
Fremantle towards Canning Bridge, £1,000)
said that, as the iden was ultimately to
macadamise this road all the way from Perth
to Fremantle, the better method would be to
concentrate the expenditure by beginning at
the Perth cnd, where setflement along the
road was thickest, instead of doing a little at
Loth ends; especially as the Fremantle' end
cxtended a long way beyond any settlement ;
and the woney at that end would do no good
at present. He suggested that the two votes
should he made into one, and the macadamis-
ing be cemmenced from the Perth end of the
road, ‘'l'he land along this road from the
Lower Cunning Bridge to within a few yurds of
the Fremantle boundary was held by only some
half-dozen persons, and the omly traffic was
that of o few firewood carts; whereas, at South
Perth, the land was being settled closely, and
Luilt on, and there would be still wmore build-
ings in that part if the road were made
trafficable by macadamising it, as the land
wnas in the hands of small holders, many of
whom were only waiting for the convenience
of a good road hefore building. The small
landowners on the South Perth gide had seb
an example by rating themselves for Road
Board purposes,and thesé were the people who,
by ratmyg thewselves, specially deserved
to be helped and encouraged by the Legisla-
ture. His suggestion could be carried out
without injury to the settlers on the Fre-
mantle side. They were people who bad never
rated themselves for anything.

rug DIRECTIOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W, Venn} gaid he could reliave the
hon. mewber’s mind, The road hetween the
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Causoway (FPerth) bridge and the Canning °
bridge wus n distance of only four miles, and
the money availuble out ot the ordinary Roads
Grant would suffice for the comparatively amall
cxpenditare of gravelling this road between
the bridges. But the item under discussion
was a special grant for the romd from Fre-
mantle towards the Canning bridge; so thot
the committee would see the intention of the
Government was to have the whole of this .
road mado eusy for truflic; and it was only with

a desire to case the ordinary grant that o

sum of money was proposed to be granted for

this road.

Me. SOLOMON suid he could inform the
hon. wember for Albuny that there was settle-
ment wlong this road almost from the Fre-
montle bridge to the Canning bridge. The
greater part of the road hud been made
roughly with blocks. in the old time, but wua
now ulnost unfit for traffic, if not impussable,
in many parts,

Mr. Leagre asked when the hon. wember
was along this road last.

Mg. SOLOMON suid he was along it o week
ago,

Mg, GEORGE, referring to [tem 39 {South
Perth Road, £1,000), asked whatdirection this
road wos o tuke. Would it follow the contour
of the river on the Scuth Perth side?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORRS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said this road had becn
alrendy cleared from a part neur the Canseway
Bridge to near Mill Point.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to ltem 20
(Subiaco, Cemetery Koad, £300), nsked if the
ainount now proposed, in addition to the
previous expenditure, which he had ascertained
to he £2,928, according to replies given to his
questions, would finish this mow historical
road.

THE DIRECIOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon, H. W. Venn) said the hon. wember
would know, as s member of the Perth Council,
that this roud was now un excevdingly good
one, and this umount of £300 was for com-
pleting the work.

Me. GEORGE said he could not see how
the explanation given now would agree with =
the replies given to his previons guestions on
the subject, as to the amount expended, and
the amount requered to complets the work.

Mz. R. P. SHOLL, referring to ltem 21,
Wanneroe Ronds, £2,000), asked on what
roads, and i what part of the Wanneroo dis-
trict, this money was to be expended. He
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noticed thut £900 was expended on Wanneroo
roads last year. '

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Farrest), said
the mwin road to Wanneroo was to be extend-
ed, also the road to the westward from Perth,
going off at Osborne’s paddock towards Trigy’'s
Island, “The Honds Bourds had asked for «
grant for these roads, where s:ttiement wag

. extending. There was a large and increasing

traffic butween Perth and the market gardens
at Wannevco, An effort shounld beizade when
funds were available, to muke traficable rends
through the sand around Perth. People were
actually anuble to bring produce from parts
where there wus good garden soil close to
Perth, as the intervening stretches of sand
prevented the traffic, which should be develop-
od in the ordinary causa of extending settle-
ment arcund the city.

Mg, R. F. SHOLL said that, in addition to
these suma for roads on the Wanneroo vide of
Porth, £900 had been ullotted to the Perth,
Roads Board for expenditure on roads. It up-
peared to him the Roads Bowrds in Perth and
fremantle districts hud only o ask, in
order to get what inoney they wanted,
and that the money for roads on these Es-
timates was to be spent mainly about Perth,
and Fremantle. He did not think the traflic
over these roads justified such expenditure.

Me. LEAKE 22id he must protest wgainst the
voting of public money for rouds that were
not main rouds but minor ones, as in this item.
If mopey wus to be vobed for minor ronds on
the Wannerooside of Perth, as explained by the
Prewmier, then there would be claims madeon
account of other minor roads all over the
¢colony. Why should these minor reads ncar
Perth be specially Eavored? Who were the
landowners wnd settler s on the western side
of the Wunneroo road to the North Fremantle
bridge ?

Tue Premier (Hen, Sir J. Furrest) said
these were the roads asked for by the Koads
Board members who had waited on him.

Mr. LEAKE asked for the nmnes of the
persons making the particular request.

Tne PREMIER (ilon. Sir J. Forrest) said
they were the Roads Board wmewmbers and
\Wanneroo settlers, who ought $o know what
they wanted, better thun the hon. wember
could tell them.

Mg. CLARKSON said the hon. member for
Albany was wrong in referring to the Wan-
nerco road as w ninor road. It was a main
road to Wanneroo, where there wasa lot of
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fine garden land, suffictent to grow potatoe
and cn.bl;a.ges for the whole colony. Settle-
ment there was extending, and he knew that
from one parden alene three loads poer day of
produce were bheing carted into Perth. The
traffic justified the making of a new road.

Mg, GEORGY asked if there were any pas-
turing paddocks for feeding stock in the Wan
erno districk, because the hon. member for
West Kimberley had stated that it pastore
paddocks could ba obtiuned near Perth, the
butchers would beable to cheapen the cost of
meat,

Mg. K F. SHOLL said the Perth Koads
Board had obbained a grant of £900 last year,
and what had they doze with the money ¥ The
main road along the Causeway hridge had
been ueglected, while all the money was being
spent on the old track towards Guildford,
upon the north-westside of the river.

M. LOTON said theie was a principle enun-
ciated in the contention of the hon, member
for Albany, as to the distinction between main
aad minor rounds, and that wasa safe ground to
tuke ; but, while that wes se, he (Mr. Loton)
would not like to see thisitem for Wanneroo
roads reduced in amount. There being funds
now availuble for road purposes, he did not
think any wember should oppose the voting
of money for roads, to u reasonable amount, so
long us the money wus well expended. The
Government might satisfy the hon. mewber’s
objection, by alterating the words “ roads ” to
the singular number, so as to apply the money
to the wain Wanneroo-road.

I'ne PREMIER (Hon, 8ir J. Forrest) said
he did not, himself, drasw the distinction be-
tween main and minor roads, so as to exclude
the latter from any vote for road purposes.
‘Where, for instance, was the Wanneroo road
to be extended to ? Was it to be a main road
to Champion Buy ? And Wanueroo was a dis-
trict rather than an cxact loculiby. These
and other rouds about Perth were wanted for
the people who were extending settlement all
round the city into the country districts,
twenty ov forty miles away ; und, if some roads
branched off along lines of settlement, where
the people were numerous, and the land was
good, why should not the House apend woney
upon those branch roads for making them
trafficable, ns well as spending money on the
atraight rouds which were called main roads ?
He would lilre to know, in this sense, what were
main roads and what should be minor roads.
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With regard to Wanneroo, he did not take the
main road northward from Perth ns being of
more inportance than one that branched off
to the right or left, so long asthe branch
road followad o line of settlement, and ac-

commodated n number of people.  The
branech road he had referred to was just
as wuch used a5 the straight road,

und why should the cowmittee desire to de-
prive those settlers of the benefit of ubout two
niles of macadamised road, over which they
mupt pags to aud from their garden land, from
which a2 great deal of produce wns heing
Lrought into Perth? ‘The macadamised road
would thus be exteuded to about Mews's
garden, and a large amount of produce was
raised in that and other gardens in the locality.
What virtue was there in a straight road
wmore than in a ivanch road ? The sand around
Perth should be bridged over, by muking the
roads pussable. ‘

Mr. A. FORREST said if hon. members
took the trouble to travel about, they would
konow more about the roads and the require-
wents of sebtlors. When he wus engaged on
surveying, he surveyed most of the landa on
the Waunneroo side, and he could inform
the committee that some of the best soil
within a few miles of Perth was in the
locality of Wunnerco. Any member who
knaw the aificulty of getting over the sand
around Perth, would know it was impossible
fur settlers to curt produce from their garden
land into the city. unless hard roads were
made, There wns o block road from Perth
towards Wanneroo, but it was not in good
condition for trufic, though better than sand.
By muking a branch road to the lakes, there
would be aceess to a large amount of good
gurden land, and he approved of the item as
being & proposal in the right direction.

M LOTON said that, so far from opposing
this itemn, his opinion was that, if there was
wore setblcwent along o wminor road than
along u maiu road, that fact would ehow the
more necessity for spending public wmoney vn
that minor road.

Me. 1. B, SHOLL said there were two
gardens in the locality of the proposed road,
and they weve nccupied by Chinumen. ‘This
road would really be used by those city people
who bad summer residences on the coast, and
who would be able todrive out that way, for
aea hathing.
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Mg, WOOD said the iteln was most neces-
sary, and probably he had had something to do
with its being placed on the Estimates. ‘There
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ghonld he better means of traffic between the !

city and the gardening land at Wanneroo, be-
cause nearly ull the vegetables nged in Perth
bad to be carted from Mews's and other
gacdens in that direction. He felt sure that,
if good ronds wereavailable to settlers, thers
would be n great amount of cultivation in that
locality. Seven or eight hundred pounds of

the amount in the item would be allocated to -

the minor road, and the rest wounld be for the
muin  Wanneroo road. Now that money
was available, this was the time for extending
roads, where there was no rigk,

Mz, LEAKE, referring to Item 22 (York
Bridge, £1,000), agked what waa the necessity
for this expenditure.

Mg. HOOLEY, referring to the same item,
aaid nobedy would be more surprised to see
this nmount on the Estimates than the York
people themselves. He believed the requeat
for this bridge waa the out-come of a hole-und-
corner meebing held at York by n few people
who were interested in the central pavt of the
town ; und their idea was that, by getting the
Guvernment to build a new bridge over the
river for bringing traffic to the centre of the
town, the other two bridges at either end of the
town would become disused. These two exist.
ing bridges, known as Parker’s bridge and
Monger's bridge, had served all the require-
ments of settlers up to the presont time, and
the only complaint had been that they were
not alwnys kept in good repair. The new
bridge for the centre of the town would be
most inconvenient for all but two or three
residents in the town, who now used what was
called the swing bridge. He moved that the
item be struck out.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{Hon. H. W. Venn) said that, although York
had two bridges now, he hoped the time would
come when half-a-dozen bridges would be
required for the convenience of the people
there. Some of them desired a shorler cut
across the river to the centrnl part of the
town, and the erection of this bridge had heen
recommended most strongly by the hon.
member for the district (Mr. Monger), who
was not able to be present on this occasion,
and by the Town Council of York. The
present suspension bridge for foot passengers
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was not convenient, as it vibrated too much,
and u passage for vehicles was required.

Mr. CLABRESON said the Mayoer of York
had written to him saying this new bridge
was very much required. The only differonce
among the people was ns to the bestsite ; and,
ag there bad been the same kind of difference
when u bridge wasasked for at Newcastle—the
result being that the bridge was put in the
weong pluce—he hoped the York people woulid
be wore fortunate.

Me. THROSSKELL said the hon. maember for
York had assured him the new hbridge was
much required, and other York residents had
spoken to the same effect.

Mzr. HARPER said the committee ghould
throw out this preposterous proposul. Very
few of the settlers along the river, between
York and Newcastle, had the convenience of a
bridge, though they al required some sort of
crossing ; whereas the town of York had
already two bridges within a mile of each
other, and a third bridge botween the other
two was now proposed by the Government.
It was trie that the desive of the residents in
the central puart of Yorlk was that the old
bridges should fall intn disuse. The two
existing bridges served the outlying settiers
better than one central bridge would do.

Mg. SIMPSON =aid the Mayor of York had
sent to him a letter, and copy ¢f a resolution
in support of this proposnl, passcd unnani-
mously by the members of the York Town
Council. The accelerated sotivity of the hon,
member (Mr, Hooley) who had started this op-
position intheHouse, was not quiteintelligible.
The resoiution of the Town Couneil, being
unanimous, shonld have weight in this matter.

Mg, WOOD sapported the item, hecause he
knew the central bridge would be a great con-
venience. [fthe people at the two ends of the
town could not agres as to the site for a third
bridge, the Government should step in and
settle the difference by placing the bridge in
the middle, whether the people at the ends of
the town wanted it there or not.

Question—that the item be struck out—oput,
and division taken with the fellowing result :—

Ayes 7

Noes 22

Majority against
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Aves. Noxs.
Mr, George Mr. Burt
Mr. Huarper Mr. Clarkson
Mr. Hooley Mr. Connor
Mr. Leake Mr. Cockworthy
Mr. Phillips Mr. A, Forrest
Mr. K. 1. Shell Sir John Forrest
Mr, James {Teller). Mr. Hassell

Mr. Tllingworth
M. Lefroy

Mr. Loton

Mr. Marmion
Mr. Moran

Mr, Moss

Mr. Piesse

Mr. Randell

Mr. H. W. Sholl
Mr. Simpson
Mr, Selomon
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Veun

Mr, Wood

Mre, Richardson

Motion thus negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again,

MESSAGES FROM THE
COUNCIL.

MINES REGULATON BILL.

LEGISLATIVE

The following message was delivered toand
rend by Mr. Speaker -
ME. SPEAKER,—~
The Legislative Council having thisday passed
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f

(Teller).

a Bill intituled “ An Act to provide for the
Regulation and Tnspection of Mines and Col- |

lieries,” presents the same to the Legislative
Asggembly for its concurrence.
UEO. SHENTON,
President.

Legislative Council Chamber, Perth, 18th
September, 1895,

Tar ATTOENLY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved that the Bill be read a firss time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time. -

PARTNERSHIP HILL.

The following Message was delivered to and
read by Mr. Speaker:—

MR. SPEAKER,—

The Legislative Council acquaints the
Legislative Aassembly that it has agreed to o
Bill intituled “An Act to consolidote and
amend the Law of Partnership,” subject to the
amendments contained in the Schedule an-
nexed; in which amendments the Legialative
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Council desires the concurrence of the Legis-
Iative Assewbly.
GEo. SnenrTow,
President.

Legistative Council Chamber, Perth, 18th
September, 1895.

Schedule of Amendments made by the Legislative
Council in * The Partnership Bill.”

No. 1.—On page 5, Clause 15: Sub-clause
(2) struck out.

No.2—0On page 13, Clanse 47, Sub-clanse
(2). Line 1: Between “ Gazetie™ nnd “ as” the
following words were inserted:—“and in n
Perth or local newspaper (if any).”

C. LEE-STEERE,

18-9-95. Clerk of the Council.

Ordered—That the consideration in Com-
mittee of the Legislative Council’s Messauge
be made an Order of the Day for the next
eitting of the House.

ASSISTED SCHOOLS ABOLITION BILL.
SECOND BEADING.

Tye PREMIER (Hon Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
T think I may say that, in moving the second
reading of this Bill, I am doing that which
will meet with a considerable umount of aatis-
faction, not only im this House, but also
throughont the colony. Ihope that anything
1 may have to suy will not give offence in any
way, and will not offend any member of this
House, I helieve that the action of the
GGovernment, in bringing this Bill before the
House, will be commended not vnly at the pre-
sent time, but commended also in the future,
as time goes on; becauae there can be mo
doubt whatever, in the mind of any one who
is acquainted with what has been going on in
thie colony during the last two or three
years, that differences, and dissensions, and
disputations have arisen, perhaps more in re-
gurd to this question fhan to any other,
and especinlly during our Parlinment-
ary eclections. I believe the action we
are taking here to-night will tend to
a large extent to do away with fhose
disputations, and differences, and dis
gengions, and that this action will have the
effect of giving a good deal of quiet and
peace, at any rate for some time to come, in
our Parlinmentary elections. I believe the
action we propose to take to-night will meet
the wishes of many personz in the colony ;
and, although those who will ba most directly
alfected by the action we recommend. may re-
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cuive with regret the cutting adrift which
this Bill proposes, still I believe they are pre-
pared, and will fully accept the position
loyully. We all know by the papers hefore ns,
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we have o promise that these people will be -

content with the decision Parliament nreives
ab. If ever there has been a time in our
history, that time is the present, when we
might talke to ourselves genercus thoughts in
regard to this and other guestiona that we
have to deal with. I think also we wmay con-
gratulate ourselves that during this Parlia.
ment, and especially this session of Parlia-
ment, we will have been able to deal with two
important questions which have created n
great deal of discussion and dissatisfaction
and dissension in owr Parliaments, and
particularly in our Parliamentary clectiona.
We have already dealt with one of these
questions. The sanction of Parlinment, of
both Hounses of Parlinment, and of the people
of the country, hag been most ununimous i
regurd to that question, and now that we have
to deal with the other, [ hope, and have reason
to believe, that the same sentiment, the same
generous feeling, and the same desire to pro-
mote pence and concord will be shown in this
debate as was evidenced when the Bill to
bring about the commutation of the Ecclesins-
tical Gennt was before this House. The pre-
sent Bill, Sir, is an important one for the
reason I have already given. ’ My task on the
present oceasion is not a difficult one, for, so
far us the main principles of the Bill are con-
cerned, they have already been unanimeusly
carried by both Houses of Parliament. [ say,
Sir, that the main principies of the Bill
reccived, not only the assent, but the gomplete
and unanimous approval, not only of this
House, but of the other branch of the Legigla-
ture as well. The resolutiens upon which this
Bill is founded have already been adopted by
Parliament, and have received the warmest
assent from fhe country. Now, Bir, let us see
what were the resolutions which were passed
by Parliament, and received so unanimously
by the country. 'The first reselution was,
“'hat it is expedient that the Assisted Schoola
" should no longer continne to form part of
' the public educational system of the colony.”
Tuuat resolution has beeu carried oub by the
drafting of Clause 2 of the Bill now before the
House, which says :—* From and after the
“ coming into operation of this Act no Ele-
«wentary Schocl, pot belonging to The
# Government, other than a school in connec-
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* tion with an Orphunage or other institution
* gertified unde? ¢ The Industrial Schools Act,
“ 15%4,” shall receive any grant-in-aid from
« public funds.” It will bo scen, therefore, by
hon. members, that the resolution they so
unanimously carried has been introduced and
inclnded ia this clause of the Bill. Now, Sir,
we come to the sccond portion of Lhe reseln-
tion, and it teads, “ Thut the contribution
*“ from public funds towards the maiatenance
“ of Assisted Schools shall cease on the 3lsk
“ Deember, 1895.” That resolution is also
dealt with in Clause 2, because the Bill pro-
vides that the Act shall come into operation
on the first day of January, 1896. It will
therefore be seen thut the whole weaning of
the first two resolutions, 8o unanimously
passed hy this House, have heen imported by
the Government inte the particular clause I
have read. f The next resolution, which, like
all other proposalstconnected with thie ques-
tiom, received the unanrimous approval of both
House;l!fhthe Legisliture was, * That a Joint
* Comnlittee of lsoth Houses of Parliament,
* be appointed to consider the termsand con-
“ ditions on which it will be squitable to
* amend the lnw to the above effect, having
* regard to the vested interests which have
* been legally created.” That resolution has
been carried into Clause 3 of the Bill which
provides that in lion of the grantsin aid, therve
shall be set apart und approprinted out of the
Consolidated Ruevenue TFund, the sum of
£20,000., The Government, Sir, considers that
this smmn will be an equitable one, and that it
will be & fair sumn to provide the terms and
conditions under which shali be carried inte
effect the rezolution that the Assisted Schools
shall herveunfter cease to form part of the
Education systein of the colony, and that they
shall cense to receive anyfurther contributions
from the public funds, after the 31st. .Decem-
ber of this year. The remaining portions of
the Bill—Clauzes 4 and 5— -merely curry out
the arrangements contewplated under Clauses
2 apd 3. Now, 8ir, I earpeatly submit to the
House that this Bill exactly carries out the
wishes of Parliament ns expressed in the
several resolutions. Of course, [ am aware
the umount of £20,000 placed in this #ill has
not been actually approved of by either Ilouse
of Parlinment. It is, however, the only branch
of the whole question that is left for us to
consider, andit will be for this House to say
whether the Government has acted wisely in
naming thiz amount as a swa that will be
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equitable, and make the law so that it will
carry nut the intentions conveyed in the two
first resolutions, or not. It will be for this
House to say whether that sun isa proper one.
But it is only right for me to say, also, that it
will not be competent for any member of this
House to propose any increase in the proposed
vote. Where the amount is fixed by the
Governwent in this way it is impossible for a
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member to propose any increase, and the only |

way an inerease would be possible would he
by n message from the Gove nor. At the
same time, it should be borne in mind, it will
be quite competent for any hon. mewm-
ber who 18 of opinion that  the
Government proposal is too liberal, to move
that the pmmount be reduced to any amount he
likes to nawme.
£20,000, merely indicates to this House
that the Government considers it u fair and
equitable nmount, which should he fixed by
Parlinment in finally dealing with this mat-
ter. [ wm not awate, Sir, whether auy pro.
posad will be made with regard to the second
reading of this Bill, and I cannot uuderstand
how it can be argued, as it may be argued,
that, the Government have not, in their action
in this matter, kept the strictest faith with
members of this House. We have curried out
the wishes of the House 1n us exact o manner
a5 we could possibly do 8o, and no matter
what we did, we would have been bound to
have included in this clause un asmount which
we considered Fair and equitable under all the
circumstonces. Tho Govern..emt have done
thut ; and, for anyone to say that the Govern-
ment has net acted in the strictest good faith,
and in cowplete accordance with the wishes of
Parliament, is something I cannot possi-
bly see any justification for, By no
chain of reasoning, whatever, do I
see how any member could arrive at any such
conclusion. The only subject this Houase really
has to consider, after having passed the main
principles of the Bill, as has been done in
unanimously careying the resclutions I have
read, is the question of the amount of compen-
sation, 'The Hoase has laid it down that the
settlement of this question is to he arrived at
on o fair and equitable basis ; and, as I have
said before, if uny hon. member congiders that
the amount proposed by the Government is
" t0o great as compensation for taking away the
legally created vested interests, he can move
that the amount be reduced. 1t seems to me
that the only item in this Bill or which we

The inserticn of the amount, |
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have not got the express sanction of this
House and Parlinment, is the amount of com-
pensation to hepaid. To my wind, Sir, tha
proper course to pursue would he for the
House to pass the second reading, and then let
us thrash out the question of amount in Com-
mittee. Let us get into Committee with the
Bill and then any hon. member can move that
the amount be struck out altogether, or that
it be reduced. I think that is the conrse we
should pursue in vegard to this Bill. We
should at once pass the second reading, for the
reason that the main principles of the Bill are
in agcordance with the direct wishes of
the House, and the only guestion upon which
there can le any debate, can be settled more
satisfucterily in Committee. Tt will be then
that the Houso should consider whether the
Government hns not been sufficiently liberal,
or whether it has besn too liberal, and the
amount should be reduced. There is another
reason for taking this course—although I con-
sider the argnmente for taking this course ave
conclusive in themselves—and that is that if
we debate this second reading we shall then
have to go into Committee. We shall thus
have two debutes on the same question, and T
think it would be fur more satisfactory to go
into Committee without delay. "here is only
one point to consider, and we hardly require
two Jiscussions npon that. The guestion of
compensation is the only one that has to
be settled, and if we discuss it now we will
have to debate it over again in Committee.
I think that, for ioth convenience and cousisy-
ency, the course we should pursue is to carry
the second reading withont delay, so that the
only question where there may be u differsnce
of opinion can be settled at the proper time,
Now, Sir, this is alout all I have to say with
regard to the Bill now before the House, but,
at the same tiwe, it is but right I should give
hon. members the history of the Bill we have
introduced, and the second reuding of which
wo are now asking the House to agree to. As
everybody knc ws—although Ipropose to repent
it again—this Government was not in any way
whatever responsible for the Education Act of
1871. This Government found the Act in
existence when it took office, during the latter
portion of 1890. it has been said that the Act
of 1871 was thrust on the people of the colony,
and I think one of the gentlemen responsible
for this statement is the hon. member for
Perth. In 1871, T csnnot say I took such a
keen interest in politics 18 I do to-day, but I
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have tuken the tronble to look up the records
of the yenr, and I find that the second reading of
the Education Act of that time was carried in
the old Legislative Council without any divi-
sion, and the report of the Select Committee,
subsequently brought about two or three
divisions, and this was all that took place
before the late Mr., Newwan, of Fremantle,
moved that the Rill be read that day six
months, and succeeded in carrying his pro-
position by 14 votes to 8. Thera is one side of
the question arising here thut is not without
interest, and it is that of the fourteen who
voteéd for the motion, only four are now
engaged in Porliamentary life. They are the
Hon. the Speaker, Sir James Lee-Steere, the
Speaker of the Legislative Council, Sir George
Shenton, Mr, Marmion, the member for Fre-
mantle, and Mr. Hagsell, the member for
Plantagepet. I am sure, Sir, that although
time has sadly thinned the ranka of those
engnged in discussing thie question 25 years
0go, it is 2 matter for pleasure and congratu-
Intion that four are with us to-day, und con-
tinue to take an honnred place in the Legisla-
ture of the country. Now, Sir, during these
twenty-four years, the Act of 1871 hos worked
fairly well, It has not been n perfect measure,
and [ do not mean to say it has, but a greut
many of us, at any rate, have been in the
habit of saying what we believe to le the
truth, and that is, that the Act did
bring pesce into the community. |t has
certainly domg that until the last three
or four years. During the twenty-four years
the system has been in force, the principal
religion to take advantage of it has been the
Roman Catholic hody. Thera ia no need to
mention the reason, but for various reasons,
the Church which has been foremost in a
desire to carry on the education of the children
hag been the Romun Catholic Church. ‘This
ean h@ eeen by referemce to Bgurea supplied
me by the Secretary for Education. From
these I find that in 1894, one-third of the
children being educated in the colony were
attending the Assisted Schools. There were
3,552 children attending the State Schools and
1,815 attending the Assisted Schools. 'Lhe
cost of educating the children attending the
State Schools was £11,3566, and that for those
attending the Assisted Schools, £2,093. I
just wish to mention these facts in passing,
and have no desire to found any argument
upon them, or to deal with them in any way
whatever, We all know, also, that the build-
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ings for the Assisted Schoolz had to be pro-
vided by the manngers of those schools, while
the buildings for the new system of State

., education had to be erected hy the State. I

rannot suy how much the actual cost has been
to the Assisted Schools, but I do know the
expense of the Government schools has been
enormous. During the last two yeare there
has been spenl, to my own knowledge, at
least £20,000. In the Loan Act of 1893 we
provided the sum of £15,000 for school build-
ing, and that has all been oxpended. This
year we nre voting another £23,000 for schools,
and this was saved to us while the Assisted
Schools continned. Now that the Goveroment
achools are in full swing, it is found th .t the
Roman Catholic body has the teaching of one-
third of the childven, although, of course, very
wmany of these are children belonging to
Protestant denominations. [ am mentioning
this with the ob ect of showing t> the House
why the Government hesitated to interfere
with o system which had grown up with the
coleny, and 'which hrs been in operation forso
wany years. I think we would have been
very unwise, besides probably heing unfair, if
we wished mow to overturn an institution,
which had grown up under the law and had
done good work for twenty-four years, unless
there was some good reason for it, or some
great public demand. The Assisted Schools
have been doing their work quietly and well,
The system was not new when brought to this
colony, nor was it an experiment. IL was
atready in operation in the mother country,
where it was vegarded as a systew founded on
equity, and met with the approval of the
leading English statesmen of the time.

Mg. James: Why don’t you stand fo it
now, then ?

Tar PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): We
have the fact undisputed that this eystem was
heartily approved of by leading stutesmen. It
was o fair and liberul system, which would be
existing yet but for the religious prejudices
and the bigotry shown, not by one aside only,
but by both sides of this question. I know
it is very difficult for many people to get rid
of this feeling. It iz too firmly ingrained in
them, but it has to be got rid of, und when it
has been got rid of, I sny it will be freely
recognized that this system of the Assisted
Schools was one based on statesmanlike prin-
ciples. Notwithstanding the fact that I have
the opinions of the leading statesmen of the
old conntry on my side, I have to admit that
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so far as Australia is concerned, the question |

has been settled in another way. Puhlic

[ASSEMBLY.]

opinion in thig colony is rapidly bringing the -

people in the direction alrendy taken hy the
Eastern ¢nlonies.

Mgr. Cowwor : It will bring them Dack
again.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forreat) : It
hag not yet, nt any rate. There is na doubt
about this, that public opinion 1 the other
Australinn colonies hag declured in favor of
" {iovernment schools,” and chat there is a
gemernl feeling—I may say a growing fecl-
ing, becoming stronger cvery day—tiat
this question of the contribution out of the
public funds for Assisted Schools is one that
should be removed from the Parlinmentary, or
rather political, arena. Mowever, Sir, T am
not hera to put forward only one side of the
question. My duty is to present the object of
the Bill in a fawr and equitable sprit.  EKnow-
ing, as I do, that there is a growing feeling in
the directidn of this subject being rcmoved
from the arena of politics for all time, I need
hardly say bow I welecomed the opportunity
that has heen presented of having it so ve-
moved. The Government has been urged dur-
ing this session, not by the dauntless three who
sit opposite, but by their own supporters and
members on both sides of the [{onse, to deal
with the guestion, so that it might he settled.
In this connection [ am only sorry that the
Standing Orders of the Honse prevent my re-
ferring to the speeches made in regard to this
question only ufew days agn, [ should very
much like to quote from the speeches of the
hon. member for Nonnine, and the hon, member
for Geraldton, and others. I thought at the
time what a splendid opportunivy they were
giving tv me of referring to their remurks
later on, but the knowledge of the Parlia-
mentary law I possess compels me to see that
I cannot refer to these addresses. I really ean-
not see any reason why one cannot refer to
the statements wnade a few weeks Lack, but the
rules of the House prevent me doing ao.

Mr. Rawpetr : You can speak from
memory.

Tas PREMJER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : That
ia true, but my memnory ia not good enough to
quote as [ should like to. However, we were
told lust seasion by the hon. member for Nap-
nine that this question was the opportunity
of the Forrest Government. He said the
Goverument would have the confidence and
gupport of the majority of the people, and of
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the House, and that we had such an oppor-
tunity to settle the qguestion as had been given
to no one else. The same thing cime from
the hon, member for Geraldton. [Mr. StatpEON:
Hear, hear.)  Secing that we had our frienda
and supporters on this side of the House, and

. the members on the other side of the House
- na well, together with the danntless three,

urging wus to deal with the question, and that
those who were interested in the Assisted
Schools were also willing that the Government
gshould deal with if, there was no wonder at
the fact that the Government was glad of the
opportunity to carry out the views of thia
House. We thought we were in the pogition
of heing able to settle this question on a plat-
form quite apart from any party or other
feeling. Ve feel certain this is also the wish
of hon. members of the House.  Becing this
wns the case, the Government lost no titne in
bringing forward the necessary resolutions,
and, when they were submitted to the House
they were carried unanimously, and almost
without debate, not only in this Chamber, hut
in the Legislative Council as we!l. The re-
sult of the resolutions was the appointment of
a joint committes. So far as the firat two re-
solutions were concerned, there was no neces-
sity whatever for their being further discussed
or congidered, for the reason that they had
been carrvied so unanimously by both Houses.
The Joint Sclect Committee had, therelore,
nothing to de with that branch of the ques-
tion, and the cnly item left for discussion was
how much co : pensiation it would be right to
recommend, in ordev to carry out the wishes
of Parlinment. ‘l'he Joint Selact Cowmittee
held & meebing. We examined some witnesses,
and then I was asked by the hon. member for
Albany—because, I suppose, I was a member
of the Government and the head of the Minis-
try—whether I had any proposal to make
on behalf of the Government. and I replied
that T bad not, but, if it was the wish of
the Committee.I shounld nevery glad to consider
the wmatter, and be prepared with definite reso-
lutions for the next meeting of the Commit-
tec. ‘Fwo or three days after this we again
met, and I was prepared to move that £30,000
he the amnunt of comepensation. That pro-
posul, notwithatanding the fact that it could
have been discussed in a free and unreserved
foshion, was received, and no amendment was
sought to be made by anyone. I have some-
times thonght the two hon. gentiemen oppo-
site to ma have not been as generous in this
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matter 10 me, us I ahould have liked to be to
them. I moved the sum of £30,000 becuuse
it appeared o fair and equitable amount, and
the motion was carried. T may say the Go-
vernment had considered this question before
I went into the committee, and we come to
the coaclusion that it would bo best to give
such a sum ng would settle this vexed question
ona basis which would be satisfactory tu all
concerned. However, Sir, after deciding upon
this amount, the Government found thatif it
waa inserted in the Bill the Government wonld
probably only carey it by a very narrow wo-
jority. Onr desire wus, and is, to see the
question settled to thesatisfuction of all parties,
and we believed that if therc was one resolu-
tion ugon which the House ghould be unani-
mons, it wos in connection with the amount of
compensation, Unanimity is most desirable,
and, if possible we wish to obtain it. I took
some trouble to ascertain the views of hon.
members, in fact, more trouble than [ have ever
taken on any other question, hecause I wished
to try and meet the desires of all parties, and to
carry out the wishes of the House. Huving
consulted hon. members as far as it was pos-
sible for me to do, we found it would not have
been possible to carry the proposal and vote
£230,000 upless by a very nurrow majority,
There was evidently an opinion awmong hon.
meimbers of the House that we should deal with
this question of the Assisted Schools in the
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same way that we had dealt with the commuta- -

tion of the Ececlesinstical Grant.
mewmbers seemed to favor a settlement on the

Hon. @

basis of ten years’ purchuse, or thereabounts,

and such sum to be paid in two instalments,
the same as was provided under the other Bill,
From the views expressed by hon. members,
it appeared that was about as far ns
they thought right to go in dealing rith thie
question. Many hon. members seemed to re-
gard Loih matfers—the Ecclesiastical Grant
and the Assisted Schools—in the sume way.
The desire has been to remove both guestions
from the political arema, in the same way,
and consequently the caleulation of the Gov-
ernment hasbeen arrived at on tha same basia.
These considerations led the Governwment to
propose the sum of £20,000, payuble in the
same way a5 the Eeclesiastical Grant, and we
have done so, with the belief thut we have
met, ns far as possible, the wishes of all parties
concerned. Now, Sir, it may be asked, if this
dehate is continued, what ars the vested inter-
ests that hove been built up under the law,
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and which it is right and equitable we shounld
deal with? The law of 1871 gave to the
Agsisted Schools certain rights. They have
taken advantage of the lnw, and built up an
institution—a. great institution, which is now
cqual to one-third of the entire educational
system of the colony. This has been built up
under o Jaw which has beenin existence for a
great number of years. Surely all this labor
and hard work, all this self-deninl exhi-
bited in building up these instibutions in
this colony for the public good —and probably
in the interests of their own denomination
na well—is not going to be permitted to go as
nothing, and to be counted us of no valne what-
ever. How would anyone like to build up an
industry, under the law of this country, for a
quarter of o century, and then have all the
labor and work thrown into the development
of that industry counted as nothing? How
would we like that sort of thing to occur?
Let us look at the matter as between man
and man and between one another. I say, Sir,—
and I warn those gentlemen in this House
who ¢laim to be supporters of law and order—
that Dhefore they lightly .or slightlingly deal
with {his subject, they should pause and
consider, themselves, what right have
any of them to property? It is merely
a right conferred by the laws of the
the country. The very land they have, the
house they live in, is only held under the law
of the country. One law is as good as znother,
and when we propose to deal with intereste
which have been created under that law, we
must be careful how we do it. We must
beware, I say, and do nothing that will sweep
nwoy from people the rights and interests the
law iteelf hus given them. It will be a
dangerous cxperiment in this country for ns
to try and suy that a law solemnly entered
into twenty.five years ago, and interests
buitt up under that law, are to be
cast naide as worthless. We must remember
thut in times of revolution and irouble, iaws
can be cast aside, and are cast aside, but the
reason for that is, that might is right in those
cuses. Here, however, we have no revoluation,
nor bave we any real fault to find with the
way in which these Assisted Schools have
heen managed. [ have lived in this country
all my life, and I have never heard any fault
found with the manner in which the Roman
Cathbolic hody conduct their schools, unless it
be that they are too eager, in the ¢yes of some
people, o look after and conserve the interests
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of the religion they profess. What would
apply in times of revolution und trouble will
not help us to settle this guestion, bui the
Government have been very glad indeed to
try and bring an end to the system in u way
that will be expedient to ourselves. It is a
pleasure for the Government to have the
opportunity of doing so—a pleasure, because
no one is more anxious than myself to securs
pence for the comumunity, and o remove nny
disturbing elemwent from among the people.
In thie conmrcection let me eay that [
belieave nothing so disturbs a community as
roligious discord. I waa glud to se: the way
in which the question of ibe Ecclesiastical
Grant had been denlt with, but the rights of
that question were not founded on a law so
much as on custom. At the same time what
ware the services rendered by the Churches to
the State?

Me, Simesor : They secured law and order.

Tue PREMIER (Hoan. Sir J. Forrest):
There may be no doubt about that; but the
services were not snch as those rendered under
any direct contract. Nor had they to follow
nuy specific course hefore they could chim a
single penny from the Government. Ifit was
righti to consider the interests of the Churches
in the Ecclesiasticul Grant, surely it is ten
thousand times more right and more binding
on the country to consider the rights that
have been brought into existence owing to the
Bducation Act of 1871. T have no desire to
complain of it, hut would have been glad to
do ore to recognise the pood work dome.
At the same time, there is no comparison
hetween the two things, and there can be no
doubt that we shull have to puy very largely
from the Treasury to vontinue the work thut
hag been hitherto done by the Assisted Schools.
The grunt has not been for teaching religion,
but lor the general education of the youth of
the country, and thiz has been well done.
Now, Sir, in denling with this question, 1
wontb it dealt with in such a way that we shall
leave no sting behind, and, under no cireum-
stances do I think we shouild allow the gues-
tion of a few thousund pounds to stand in the
way of & satisfactory settlement. If we had
the money, wecould only obtuin, perhaps, 2
per cent. for it, and it would not be wortha
wore than 4 per cent, to those who will receive
it. 'Thedifference of a few thousards should
not be allowed to he the rock upon which
members would split in discussing the
matter.

[ASSEMBLY .
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‘ Why npot make it
' £10,000.

‘I'ne FREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): The
hon. member appears to ;. umused, but ihis
is not a laughing matter. Well, 8ir, I do
hope and trust that we shall ba able to deal
wilh this matter so that no sting will be left
behind. The House has already scttled
the main question, and thesettlement of the
aulount is new the cnly thing to be decided, in
order to banish this yuestion from the politi-
el arena for ever. 1 think I may say
this much, that the proposals contained in this
Bill will be accepred by those interested in
the Assisted Schools in the spirit in which they
are offered. There is no doubt about this,
that, at the present timne, the Roman Catholics
are the sole owners of the Assisted Schools, for
the other bodics want out of the system, and
for this ronson the Roman Catholics will be
heavy losers by these provisions. Hon. mem-
bers have perhaps read what has been said by
the managera of that body on the gquestion.
[Me. Inuivgwonra: We haveall read it.) I
willread the statement made by Father Bourke
before the Joint Select Committee, He snid:
[ regret very much that our connection with
“the Government is to be severed. The
* Government bhad always been very Lind.

* . . . Ilregret, now, if the late decision
“ of Parlinment is to be carried oul, that we
“must part. [t will be regrettable, no matter
* what agreement is come to. Whatever may
“ be the amouunt of compensation we receive, 1
“ would willingly sacrifice it in preference to
* being cut from the position we have held up
* to the present.” Those were the words of
Father Bourke. The Roman Catholic Bishop
suwid: “ If the Government put ue off without
o penny, we would say nothing ; we would
“simply have to bear it. I have
“made up my mind uot to murwar about the
“amount.” ‘Lhese ure the declarntions of
these reverend gentlemen, and [ am very
pleused ut being able to read them to the
Heuse. It shows us Lhat they considered
themselves perfectly secure and safe, and that
they place entire confidence in the wisdom
and equity of the members of this House and
of the Legislative Council. They will, however,
be great losers, because £20,000, even at 6 per
cent., willonly give them £1,200 u year, while
they receive at present over £2,000 a year, und
thot would bave gone on increasing as the
population of the coluny increased. That is all
they van receive if they succeed iu invest-
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ing the capital most successfully. Tt will
co3t the colony uboub £300 a year, ns interest
on this sum of £20,000, and, if the Rowan
Catholic bod, can get no higher interest than
wo have to pay, they will only hava £800 a
yenar us ngainsb inore than £2,000. It may, of
coarse, be said, that we shall havo to educnte
the children hitherto tanght in the Assisted
Schools, bat is it likely that these people who
have devoled their lives to the work, who
huve toiled ut it for the last 21 yenrs, with the
Liest of results, will now cast it aside, instead
of trying to conbinue it to the nbmost of their
power? T think not. We know they will
not give up vheir years of work und toii, but
that they will continue on, At the same time,
if the refuanl of this £800 4 your meant that
they would do ao, it should not be forgotten
that each child hitherto taught in the Assisted
Schools will cost the Government nbount £3
to £4 per head to educate in the Stute
Schools, We wounld never ecducate thewm for
£800 a year. 'L'hese are bard fucts, and they
cannot be disproved. ‘Lhe Roman Catholics
will continue the education of their children
whether we give thew anything ornot.  They
are bound to try und persevere tothe end., I
ams sure they will do so ; and, can anyone tell
we, if they do not do so, it will not cost
the colony uny more than £800 to educate the
children they are eluenting? ‘The thing is
absurd. Everyone knows it is abaurd to sug-
gest anythingelse. 'This monuy is not going
to be sent out of the colony, ov going to be
spent in some bad purpose. We know tkis
mouey will find its way into the hands of the
muaugers of the churches; and Ican vouch for
it, I believe, that it will contiune to be apent
in the education of the youth and of the child-
ren of many of our fellow-colonists. I would
remind some hon. members that the Roman
Catholic community in this colony are our
friends, our fellow colonists, and even in muny
cages our cluss relations, They are not aliens
but our own people, who desire to live to-
gether, to grow up with the colony together,
and carry on the business of the country, with
the people of other denowminations.

ME. S1vMpsonN : Why can’t they send their
children to the State schoels in atrity, then?

've PREMLER (Hon. SirJ. Forreat): The
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urgunents of suwe people go Lo show that they |

wonld like to bring in u Bill to suppress Koman
Catholic schools, and not allow them to huve
uny schools at all, just asif people should not
be able to pursue their own views ny to what
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they consider the proper way for their child-
ren to be educated. I havo said pretty well
all [ intend to say on the subject just now. [
trust I have said nothing to create bitberness,
or pnything that has appeared to strike at
snyone in this House or vut of it. [ only de-
sire to emphasise to the House how [faithfnlly
the Government hus eodesvored to onrry
out its wishes, It appenrs to me they are
fully envried outin thia Bill, for we provide
thut uny contribution from the public funds
towards the Assisted Schools must cense ab the
end of Docember, and the question of com-
pensation isthe only one we have left for our
consideration. 1 woald also point out aguin
that, it the Government has not met the wishes
of hon. members, it will be guite competent for
any hon. member to move thut the amount be
reduced. [ believe the work we are nbout to
do and the object we have inview are in the
best interests of the country, Let us carry t
out fuirly and equilnbly, so that we nay re-
move from our midst & guestion full of so
much discussion, and one ihat has beenan
fruitful source of tromble in the political
arena. 1 do not pretend to say there is wt
present spy dissension between the IProtest-
ant Churches and the Roman Cutholic body,
but let ns strive to settle this question mmicn-
bly and fairly, so that we may sssist in
further cementing the bonds of wumion and
frienduhip ulrendy existing botween the people
of this country. I beg to move that the second
reading of this Bill be agrecd to.

Me, HARPER.: Notwithstunding the very.
eloquent words in which the Premier bas
moved the second reading of thia Bill, 1 feel it
to be my daty to move that the Bill be read
this day six months. The reasons 1will give
for this are very short. I am quite in accord
with the Premier when he says that theonly
question to be settled is us to the amount of
compensation.

Tur PreEM1ER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Well,
wove to reduce it.

Mg, HARPER: That is just what it is
difficult to do. You have made the amount
part of the question, and that is why 1 feel
the necessity for moving that this Bill be read
this day six wmonths. If the guestion of the
amount had been left to the House to decide,
by filling in u blank in the clanse, instead of
the Governmenl proposing & sum of £20,000,
T should not have bad to do this. The Gov-
ernment has used its influence to try and fix
as tv an amount, and wade it very diflicult (o
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deal with the matter. The case of the amouut
has been prejudiced. The Government gave
the country a shock when it was understood
they were prepared to pay £30,000, and the
feeling was so strong that the Government
found it would be n wise thing, if it was
going to fix an amount at all, to
fix a lower one than that originally stated.
The Premier has endeavored, no doubt, to
persuade his supporters to adhere to the
smount of compensation propoesed by the
Government, and 1 think that some
members have pledged themselves against
their better feelings to agree to that amount.
But I do not think that this House would be
justified in voting an amount which would
leave the electors in a worse position thun
they are in nt present. Another point is, that,
in my opinion, we are not justified in fixing
an amount for which there is no precedent in
Australasia,
this House is prepared, to say that we will deal

with this question on the very best terms thatit .

has been dewlt with in Awustralasian; and 1 do
not see how it can be reasonably asked that

wo ghall go further than that, without tuking ?
the advice of the electors themselvea, because -

it is unconstitutional to vote awuy the tax-

payers’ funds in a direction for which thereis -

uo mandafe whatever. This question has

been, I think, prejudiced inanother and u very

gerions way, namely, by the manner in which
the clnim for compensation was put before
the Select Committee of Enguiry. A state-
Juent has been placed before us, in which it is
attempted to be shown that the total saving to
the Government, owing to the existence of the
Asgsisted Schools, has been £84,975 1l1s. 03d.
This aum is made up of two amounta, namely,
the cstimated saving of Asgisbed Schools to
the Government for twenty-three years,
£47,225 115. 04d., and the estimuted cost of
buildings, £37,750. When you come to look
at the items, and see how the totnl is made up,
it will be found that the account is very
largely swollen by the estiwated value of
land, not of buildings uf ail, an estimated
value which 18 very much greater than what
was paid for the Iand. ‘Take, a3 an example,
the first item in the list, Perth Boy’s School,
the grouuds are set down at £4,500.

Ax Hon. Meusee: The grounds are worth it

Me. HARPER: The item is set down in a
list which purports to give un “ estiinnte of the
cost of the school buildings snd grounds ie
connection with the Roman Catholic Assisted

[ASSEMBLY.)

I am quite prepared, and I think -
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Schools of the colony.” My argnment is that
the itew is not put before the House as the
estimuted value of the grounds, butas the cost
of the Jund in question. Thatis what I object
to,and Ido think that the wanner in which
theitem hus been set down 28 the cost instend
of the estimated value of the Jand prejudiced
the claim that was made for compensation
before the Select Committee. As it was pub
before this House the item is extremely mis-
leading, and some other itemsin the list re-
ferring to land which probably did noteost move
than a fourth of the present estimated value.
Therefore I think we nre not justified in nceept-
ing the amount which is put before this House
by the Government, as the sum of fair compun-
sation to which the Roman Catholic bedy is
entitled, It is evident from the manner in
which the accounts have been placed before
the Select Coumittee and the House, that thers
isan attempt to exaggerate the conduct which
has Dbeen expended by this body upon the
Agsisted Schools, und therefore if they claim,
as the alleged loss they are about to e put to
by the withdrawal of the annual grant, upon an
assumed expendiiure which, when the accounts
ure examined is no loss at all. Then again i
must have been in the minds of the heads of
the Church that this question of Assisted
Schools whick has been settled in all the other
colonies was bound to come up for settlement
in West Australia, and in going before the
Jelect Committee Bishop Gibuey, on the prin-
ciple of usking for a large suwn in order to be
sure of gefting a substantizl one, said that
£100,000 would not be too much to take from
the Crown for the Assisted Schools. Well I
think that was a rather astonishing statement
to make to the Committee, and through the
Committee to this House, that the Roman
Catholic body would be prepared to accept an
amount like that. The sum of £100,000 was
obviously named in order that the claim for
compensation should start frow alargeamount
with the object of getting more than had been
given under similar circunstances elsewhere.
And apparently the device had taken its offcct
upon the Government and npon the Select
Committee, and an amount of compeasation
hnd Leen proposed out of all reason as cow-
pared with what had been pﬂid elsewhore, and
[ think that for these reasons that this House
gooner than enter into a discussion on that
amount had better let the watter go to the
vlectora. [ eny that this question is already
prejudiced. The Government are pledged to
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the smount aamed by the Premier, and T have
no doubt will endeavour to carvy it. Well,
there is another guestion which cropsup in
regard to the extent of the school huildings.
The Church claims that it has spent an enor-
mous awount on those buildings. The question
wrises—Where have these funds cowme from?
The money, T have no doubt, wus collected in
svine cases from ngreat many denominations.
In this connection I could mention a little
incident which occurs to my mind. I was
once discussivg this question of the Chwrches
contributing towards each other’s funds with
& gentleman of the Roman Catholic faith, who
suid “ I think itis horribly mean for our clergy
nob to let us subseribe to other Churches; we
get all we can from others why should we not
be allowed to give to anyone else.” I um quite
prepared to sny that there are a great many
members of the Roman Catholic body who do
help other dvnowinations, but I know that
they do so against the wishes of the governing
body of their Chargh. Now, we know that o
very considerable umount of the money col-
lected by the Roman Cutholics for the building
of schools is derived from uther denowminations,
aund therefore it is not a fact to say thut the
moeney cowmes oub of the pockets of this one
denominution. ‘I'hat is the point [ wish to
male. .

AN Hon. MemBsk: A great puint that.

Ms. HARPER: Well, I do not sue, looking
at the position of electors and taxpayurs of
this colony that we bhave n right to purchasc
them by paying awuy an excessive amount of
the public funds as compensation for the
Assisted Schools. We are oniy justified in
giving the same termns that have been given
elsewhere under similar circumstanges, and I
therefore move that this Bill be rend this day
six months.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : I rise to second the
motion which has been soably proposed by the
hon. membsr for Beverley. I do so becaunse
in the expressive work of the Premier, I desire
that this question should be settled without
leaving a sting behind it. 1t does not, how-
ever, appear to have occurred to the Premier
that there were wore persons thun one in this
guestion: and that it is possible that
the curpensation  which  would satisfy
the onme side would leave o very serious
sting bchind it in regurd to the other. “Vhe
views of the conntry us expressed on every
oceugivn upon which the country has had an
opportnuity of expressing them is that the As-
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sisted Schovls—and not the Asgisted Schools
particulurly—but the dual system of educa.
tion—shvunld 1o the interests of th scountry
cense. Now thisis iy desire. I desive that the
dual syetem should cewse. [ desire that
in the future the children growiny up in this
cuiony shall sit side by eide with ench
wther, vecoguising the brotherhood of
wun, recognising the unit of God's
recognising the relautions  which exist
Lbetween them and each other. I desire
that  the old world feuds, the old
world prejudices, ond the old world
secturianism, shall live oub their wiserable life
in the old world from which they come and
die an ignoble denth and be buried in dis-
honored graves. If we nre to belivve in the
great union of the British nativu, of which we
are proud to be catled a part, we must ernse
from owr political snd our sociul thought
these  party  distinctions, these names
and  parbies, and “ Let names and
sects aund parties fall and God alove
be ull in  all”” Now whuat is the proposal
befure this House. It is that a sum of
woney shall Le voted to he placed im the
hands of those who huve bitherto denesplendid
service towurds the educational interests of
tbe coleny. I do mot wish to say onme word

sguinst them. They bhave done splendid
service in the eduvabional sysiem, at a
tiwee in  the  Thistory of this country
when  West  Austrulis  needed  their

help. But the time has come when it has
been decided in this pouwse thut the duwsl
system shall ceuse, Laust year, according to
the returns we have Lefore us, a little over
£2,000 wus given to the Assisted Schools. [t
wus proposed by the Select Comunittee, on
which three members of the Government sat
—that is three-fifths of the whole Cabinet—
that £30,000 should be paid ascompensation for
the cessution of the grant to the Assisted
Schuols. It is one of the strange things that
has come before us in this discussion, that the
proposed grant of £30,000 was reduced to
£20,000. Ihave an ancute iden that the three
wembers of the (foverbment to whom I have
referred did not discuss the matter with the
vther two-fifths when the original proposul was
mude, und that the influence of the other
two-fiiths of the Calinet was sufficiently
stiong  to reduce the awount from
£30,000 to £20,000. But 1 will assume,
and perhups morve correctly, that it was
in gonsequence of the influence of the sap-
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porters of the Government that the amount
was reduced. What [ ask is the dignity of
politics in this country, when the Premier,
upon nn important question like this goesabout
from head to head and counts thestrength of
his position upon a vital question like this, and
then comes to this House with n pocketful of
votes und a foregome conclusion, nfter having
totted it up with his supporters as to what
they will vote for. Doesthe Government rule
this ¢ountry through this House, or ave
individual memhers of the Government party
the real rulers of the colony. If the Govern-
went are not prepared to tabe the responsi-
bility of their position the sconer they leave the
Treasury Benches, and allow men to go there
who will take the responsibility the better. In
saying this, I am not speaking siwmply to
this Howse, but I am speaking to this
country. [ say thaf on aquestion the country
has beea ssked for its decision, and the voice
of the country has declared, “ We want the
dual system of education to cease,” and yet
the Government were prepaved to give £30,000
a8 compensation, knowing that this large sum
of money would go into the hands of vne of
the ghrewdest commercial gentlewen of this
city for investment. Do we not know—if some
membersdo not know it, I do—that the manner
of that investment is arranged for; and do we
not know that tho manner of that investinent
will yield something like 15 per cent.? But
suppose it yields only 10 per cent., or suppose
that it yields even less than that, what is this
money to be applied to? [f is to be applied
for the benefit of the duul system in this
country. The country wante this dual system
to cease, and this proposed vote is intended
to continue the dual system for ever in a
worse form than that in which it exists to-
dey. To-dsy the aanual grant is under
Government control ; to-morrow, when this
vute is passed there is me Government con-
trol. This wounld be the perpetuation of the
system which the (Fovernment has been told
shall cemse, the perpetuustion of the very
Aystew which this House has declared by
resolution shall cense. “I'he Prewier suys that
the Government have carried it in this House
that the dusl system shall cease, and yet the
Government propose to perpetuate that
system without tLe conlrol which is exercised
ab present, when we vote the annual graat
for the Schools, which sre now under the
direction of the State. We vote the money
for Schools in which oversight can be
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given to the books that wre used and the
teaching that is impuarted, and when the pro-
posed cumpensation is paid, it passes from the
control of the Government and from the con-
trol of the State, and henceforward any-
thing may be taught in the Schools that
the Church desires to teach. We have
no proof that they will teuch from the
books that other childron have been tanght,
and we have no proof sven thut the money
shall be used even for the purpose of tenching
the three “Rs.” In faot the money may be
used for any purpose that is approved of by
the hends of the Homan Catholic Charch, and
we may be swe that it will be used for the
inculuation of that faith by which the children
of some parents in this colony are scparated
from their neighborain religious thoughts and
specinl modes of training. Now I say thub
this wus not the intention of Parliament; I
say that it was not the wish of the counbry,
and I say that it is not the wish of o large
mpjority of the people of this country, when.
ever they had bad any opportunity of speuking
upon this gquestion. Well, I comoe pext to
consider how this question should be deall
with, I am aware that the Premier thinks
that he can put me in na very false position
by quoting from Hansard n speech which I
delivered sowme time ago. I can only say that
if the rules of the House would permit me, 1
should read the speech referred to, in order
thut the Premier should not have any advan-
tage in doing so at a later stage ; but, as Tam
forbidden to read the speech, I shull try to
quote myself. I said that the time had come
for the settlement of the question of giving
gronts to schools, that the country asked for
a settlement, and that the Government would
have a majority of this House behind them if
they would deal in an equitable and even
genérous manner with fhe Roman Catholic
body. And what [ said then, I repeat now.
I want the compensation to be puid for the
termination of the grunt to Assisted Schools
to be just, liberal, and even generous. What
lies at the vool of thisquestion is that the State
has to see thut the children of the colony
shaull be educated without Teing asked what is
the faith, or nationality, or want of
faith, of their parents. 'This question bhas
pothing to do with the payment of £20,000.
That question is too small a thing for the
House to disecuss in that connection. It is
not wmerely o wonetary question. It is a
queslion of what the country is asking for.
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And what the country asks for is that there
shall be one National school system, and thut
80 far as the State is concerned, State money
should not be spent in perpetuating the dunl
system. The question arcse us to the compen-
sation o be paid for schools which had been
established under the dual system. The
country and the majority of the House desired
that in future there should be but one
National school provided, with the very best
means for imparting to the children a sound
education, andcreate o harmonionsnnd genuine
national life, in w epirit of brotherhood among
the future citizens of the colony——an education
that would unite the children, not one that
would induce thew to stand apart. Very well,
then, IfIpropose, as the country desires, that
the dual aystem shall cease, and that the de-
nominational schools shall cease to exist,
there is & necessity for compensation. I
want, as T have said, that compensation to he
generous. I do mof propose to do away with
the schools or the teachers. On the contrary,
I want a sufficient number of schools, and =
sufficient nuwber of teachers to teach every
child in the country; und it is admitted that
the closing of the Roman Cutholic Schools
will ¢ntail & certain amount of loss
to that body. In dealing with this loss
1 am prepared to uccept Bishop Gib-
ney’s figures, and I am wiiling to vote for
the full amount which the Bishop has asked
for, on condition that the schools are taken
over by the Government, aund made State
Schools, in which the childrea could receive a
proper business education. In discussing the
abolition of denominational achools in Vie-
toria, I usserted that there were morve
children going to denominational echools
than there were going to State schools, and 1
could prove that this is the case also in West
Australia if we had the necessary statistical
reburns bearing on thesubject. Consequently
every Church and every religious organisation
has an opportunity of teaching their own chil-
dren in the Sunday-school, and [ kold that that
is the proper pluce to teach religion, und that
religion should not be taught by persons who
ure not properly prepured for that worlk, and
hon. members know that it is quite outside the
range of the Government to teuch religion.
Therefeore, I want religions teaching eliminated
from the State Schools. [ have no objection
to u system which allowa that there shall be
religious teaching of the children ut proper
times and proper plages; but, what the
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country demands is, that certain religioua
bodies, who have hitherto nad Assisted Schoola
ghall discontinue those schools, although At
proper times the clergy may be allowed to go
into those achools and teach religion. "The
services performed by the Roman Catholic
Church in the cause of educulion have to be
gratefully acknowledged, and that Church
wny  enlivled fo compensation for the
grant that was alout to be withdrawn.
S0 far from finding fault with the
proposed amount of the compensation, I wish
to see the amount of that compensation raised
to a sum sufficient o yprovide that the
undenominutional schools shall puss from the
religious body which now controls them to
the State. Let a value be placed upon those
schools, and let the State pay that value,
Some of those schoois are erected upen land
which hae been given by the State, but the
land has been improved by the buildings
placed upon it, and by the improvement iu the
value of property. Let the State pay the
vulng of the schools us they stand, and take
them over, so that in the future therc shall he
but one National School. I say that the Pre-
mier hus misinterpreted the view of this House,
and what the country desires, when he proposes
to continue thedual system, and says that the
House should not take exception to the pay-
ment of a few thousands of pounds. The
question is not one a8 to the amount of com-
pensation, for, when the State School system
of cducation is established, the House will
have to vote very large sums for ita innintain-
ance. We are not voting on this matter for
the saving of money; for, education will cost
the country very much more in the future
thuan it has cost in the past~—posaibly £60,000,
£70,000, or even £100,000 —in order thatevery
child shall receive a proper education. Butl
am not prepared to perpetunte the very
system of dual education that the country has
declared against.

Tue ATTorRNEY-GENEran (Hon. 8. Burt):
Get out.

Mz ILLINGWORTH : That is u sample of
the language of a legislator of this country.
Lt is quite possible that it isabout us sensible
a remark o we have had frowm the Trensury
henches this evening. Well, I shall consult
wy eleclorate as to whether I shall * get out.”
At present I am here. ‘That is the answer to
the “getout” of the Hon. the Attorney-
General. On this question I am fully pre-
pared to “ get out” if the constihlency
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Bays so. Well, I would just like to
digress for a& wmowent upon this iuteresting
question which has come frow the Attorney-
General. [ doanot know that would he a bad
idea to get out. Supposing we do get omt.
Supposing we both go the country on this
question. I challenge the Government tv do
so. I say that they are not game to accept
the challenge. I challenge the supporters of
the Govermment—the sweet seventeen. T
challenge them to go to the constituencies,
and [say that Lhey are not game to do so. T
suy they will not; they dave not. 1 say that
there is not a man among the supporters of
the Guvernment who will face his consti-
tuency ou this question. Well, I am game.
Well, then, coming to the Bill which has been
introduced by the Premier, I find that it is
an exaet perversion of the will of the House.
Tt states in the first clause that it is expedient
that the grunting of public funds for clemen-
tury schools fonnded by voluntury effort, and
not belonging to the Government, should he
discoutinued. Will the payment of this
£20,00u discontinne the payment of public
funds? No; it proposes that such payments
ghall be perpetuated, for, if the money is voted
1t will yield a larger revenue to the schools
than they have ever enjoyed from tho Govern-
ment. I usk, then, is this Bill o proper inter-
preta’ion of the views of this Housc and of the
wish of the constituengies 7 [ cannot see that
it is anything of the sort; it is dinmetrically
opposed to the desive of the House and of the
country. Hon. members know that the £20,000
will continue the schools. If you will make
the £20,000, £50,000, und buy the schools, [ will
vote with you; but to vote any sum of money
to perpetuate the schoolsis what [ cannot de,
and I hope that hon. membera will see the
position in which they stand in voting upon
this ¢uestion. The Premier says that the
pussing of this vote will settle the question.
Well, I vory much doubtit. [ do not know
any way of settling it except by acting upon
the suggestion of the Attorney-General, and
going to the country upon it. 'The Fremier
says that the nction of the Govermment wiil
be commended by the commurity. It will be
commended by a certain class in the com-
munity, no doubt, but that cluss is oot a
mujority in this House or in the country,

‘I'ne Peemigr : You know all ubout it.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : Well, I have just
a3 wmuch opportunity of knowing as the
Prewier, and ) sy that it iz vot caleulated to
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bring about that harmony in the community
of which the hen. gentletnn speaks, He knows
that the perpetuation of the schools will bring
ubout nothing like Larmony; he knows that
it will be a constant source of trouble which
will be of a wider and a tnove serious churacter
outside this Chamber than in it. Ifit is said
that this subject should Le trested in a genor-
ons way, I am prepared to treatit in that wuy,
but I want something for my woney. [ want
to get the schools. If the Government want
to propose peace and concovd, let them with-
draw the Bill and Lring in one for £10,000,
und to get possession of the schools, and I will
vote for it.

Tuzr CommissioNeg or CrowN Lanns : They
will start schools aguin,

Me. ILLINGWORITH: I wdmit that the
Roman Catholics have done good work for the
comuuunity in their schools, and that it would
be injnstice and a wronyg to bring in s national
gystem of educalion, und take their preperty
without giving them compensstion upon a
most genercus scale when the Govermment
take over their schools.

Tue Comm1ssioNER OF CrowN Lavos (Hoo.
A. K. Richoardson}: Yeou nuy buy the bricks
snd mortur ; you cannot buy the priest.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : I do not think it
is any use discussing the Bill, and I think it
should be withdrawn, with a view to provid-
ing thut there shull be only one system of
nationul education in this colony to equip the
children for their battle in life, without divid-
ing them by religicus party lines.

THe ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) : ! am sure that the speech of the hon.
gentleman who hus just uddressed the House
is not caleuluted te do uway with the bitter-
ouss uf feeling of whick he spoke. I hope
that those bon, members who may continue
the debate will do 80 on a somewhut higher
plane than thut to which we have at this
woment atfained. We know that in the
interests of this coleny it would be weli to
have this questiomypencefully settled, and, after
whal has trunspired in this House and in the
Legislative Counpeil, it would have been
thought thut no difliculty would have urisen
in deing eo. ‘ihe Government, while
perceiving that the question would have
to be scttled at no distont date, had
decided pot to briug it to a head this
session, but on being approached by those
whe had aunthority over the schools, and
being asked to arrive at a settlement, and
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finding, us we believed, that Loun. members -

were also desirous of dealing with it, the tiov.
ernment has taken action in the matter. So
far matters ran asmoothly, the Legislalive
Assembly passed a resolution in favor of deing
what the Governmenf now propose. It was to
be expected that the question would be
gettled upon equitable terms, and that =
subject, which was & strong one, was
in o fair way of amrcable settlement.
Well, now, this Bill has heen introduced to
pight, emhodying the principle we are all
agreed upon,—that this questivn should
once and for all cease, and that the Assisted
Schoole system should come to an end.
Surely we do not wish to revive the whole
controversy and to hark back to the siate of
unrest which obtained at the commencemwent
of this session as to this edueation question;
and I would appesl to the House not to lose
this opportunity of arriving i some settle-
ment of this matter. A Joint Select Com-
mittee, recently appointed by bolh Honses of
Purliament, sat with regard to the awount of
compensation to be paid to the Roman
Cathelic body for the loss of the grant-in-aid
and on thut Committe: were hon. members
representing both sides of the House, includ-
ing the hon. member for Albuny and the hen.
wember for Geraldton.

Mg. SrupeoN : Yes, and a big chance they
had.

Tue ATITORNEY-GENERAL {(Hon. S.
Burt) : As T say, these gentlemen whom I have
pamed, were members of that Select Com-
mittee, and I find now, to my very great re-
gret, that instead of those hou. members
endeavoring to arrive at o decision as to what
should be a fair amount of compensation on
the lines reported by that Select Committee,
they intend to support the hon. member
for Beverley in his attemapt to undo ull that
has alveady been done, to throw back this
gquestion within the arena of debate, both inside
nnd outside the House.

The hon. member for

Beverley denies, as I understood him to say,

that he is going hack on the principle
that  hus already been decined,—
that of the cessution of the Assisted Schools
system—and he tells the Houose that he moved
hig hostile motion te the Bill because the

Government hud made the mneunt of proposed

conpensation the principie of the Bilk.
I can hardly believe that the hon. wember for
Beverley could conceive such an absurd idea.
I am sure it never occurred 0 the Government

Weli,
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for a single woment, to leave the space for the
proposed amount of compensation, blank, in
the Bill; but, ¥ the majority of the House

+ decides upon acerbain amount, there is an end

to the matter at once. The Select Committee
to which 1 have already referred sugpgested
that £30,000 compensation should be paid, bug
tho Government, in view of the fact that that
proposal did not meet with general approval,
and with the desire to settle the ¢uestion
amicably, proposed that £20,000 should he
paid. Bly desire ia that due regard for both
sides of the case should be given, and I desire
that the claim of tho Roman Catholic body
should be met in such a manner as will give no
cause for bitternessafterwards. [ buelieve that
we are veryclose to an agreewent as te the
amount of compensation, becanse sevaral hon,
members of the Opposition areimbued with the
samée idea that the Government has, that of
arriving at what is a fair and equitnble
nmount of compensation to be paid, and I
thinlk there should be no difficulty in bringing
together each of the amounts suggested by
different hon members, and thus to arrive at
some commmon figure that will be generslly
acceptable. Now as regards the stutement of
the hon, member for Beverley, that the Govern-
ment huve made the amount of compensation
the pringiple of the Bill. I deny that we have

done so. The Government do not intend
to stick stubbormly to the amount
proposed in the Bill if another sum is fixed

upon in the manner I have suggested, and will
certuinly not withdraw the Bill, shovld that
particular amount not be agreedto. 'The hon,
member for Beverley did not tell Lhe House at
what time the amount of compensation became
the principle of the Bill, but I think, after all,
that the question of what wmount should be
considercd to be the principle of the Bill is o
mntter of detail. ‘l'he nwonnt proposed in the
Bill is, according to the hon. wmember’s
argument, the principle of the Bill, hecaunse
it is teo high, and becnuse it does not suit his
view of the guestion. And then the hon
member says that we must not leave the
vlectors in a worse pogition than they are at
present, which he suys we would do if the pro-
posed amount of compensation were given to
the Rowman Cuotholic body., Well, the hon,
member did not follow up the argument
very well, and [ did not quite understand him.
But he also said that, in fizing the amount of
compensation, precedent should be followed,
or in  the alteroative, the electors sheuld be

-
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consulted. Now as to leaving the electors in
a worse position, the Government submit that

they will not be doing 8o, if their propoesal to |
Asa’

awnrd £20,000 compensation is carried.
wmatter of fact, 1 think the electors will be
sutisfied with any decision Parlinment may
come to regarding this question, so long as it
amicably settles tho question once and for all.
Then -vith regard to the precedents which the
hyn. member says should he tollowed, ho has
not quoted nny.

Mk, [LuivaworTH: Take Queensland.

Tup ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt): Neither Queenslond nor Victorinfurnish
parallel conditions tu those existing in this
eolony, hecanse there was never a Bill of this
description in force in either of these colonies,
and the circumstances were never exactly the
same as those which exist in this colony. I
am aware that in Queensland the Government
gave to some schools, (other than the Govern.
wment Primary Schools) that had beeu receiv-
ing assistance under a scheme of general
edncation, a sum of £30,000 or & little over, un
the withdrawal of thut aid which had been
given them for five years ; but it was not the
saine system of Assisted Schools which we
have here, and which were established under
what 18 known as Foster’s Act; and [ repeat
that the circumsiances were altogether
different. Inm notso well acguainted with
the frcts regarding the case in Victoria, but T
ktnow that the Act in existence there is not
ti ¢ sume as the Act which is in force ir this
colouy, therefore there are no precedents
which we, in this colony, can follow, in regard
to the grunting of this compensation fo the
Boman Cntholic body, and, consequently the
hon. member's argument in that respect is
not sound. The hon. member in supporting
his motion to shelve the Bill, did not witer
one single word aguinst the pith of the
recommendation of the Select Committee,
which was that pecuniary compensation shonld
be given to the Koman Catholiz body for the
loss ot the grani-in-aid to the Assisted
Schools, while be did not even suggest that
the Government should purchase the schools.
No one wourd contend that the Goverpment
should undertake the serivus responsibility of
purchasing the sckools. Now, the hon. member
for Nannine, with & good deal of plausibility—
and [ am sure he will forgive me if I say [ do
not believe in him—showed that he desired to
gettle this question without leaving a sting
behind. What does the sting awouut to?
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Merely a difference of £3,000 or £4,000 in the
amount to be awarded as compenastion. [sit
really worth while jeopardising the settlement
of this vexed question for the sake of such a
small amount? No, it is utterly absard. We
have urrived ot a settloment within a few
thousand pounds, and, if we cannct finally
decide the question, it is simply beciuse we
cannot agree over o paltry difference of £5,000
or even £10,000. As to all this taltk ahout
children growing] up together, in conflict on
religious questions, and the revival of old
feuds and disputatinps, I desire to raise this
debate above that sort of thing. I think we
havegoneheyond all this, and havenow arrived
at that stage when we should decide that
the present system of oducation should veasec.
The hou. wember for Nannine asked with n
great fovrish.—* What is becoming of the
dignity of the politica?” T ask, where is the
dignity of politics when an hon. mewber on
this side of the House is put up to move that
the Bill should be read this daysix months,
beecsuse it was known that he was opposed te
the Government on this question ?

Blr. Simrson : Who put him up ?

THE ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt : Why the Opposition did. They were
only too glad to use the hon. wember for
Beverley for the purpose of rejecting the Bill
and thus lowering the dignity of politics.

Mgz. LeaRE: Sir, Irtise to order. Am [at
liberty to state that the hon. member for
Beverluy was not put up by any mewmber of the
Opposition to meve the rejection of the Bill?

Tur SPEAKER: The Hon. the Attorney-
General can give his view of the matter.

Me, LEakE : He said the Opposition did so.

Tue SPEAKER: The Opposition consists of
more than one hon. member. .

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) : The Government were twitted by the
hon. member for Nannine with huving dome
something that was unbecoming to the dignity
of pelitics, and I fail to understand what we
did that justified the hon. member in making
that statement. The lhon. member seems to
be very much grieved to think that the Govern-
ment bas a majority in favor of the Bill. If
this means, then, that it islowering ihedignily
of politics for the Government to have a sub-
stantial following, I cunnot understand hia
argument at all, and, no doubt, when he urrives
at that stage in his political career when he
bas & mnajority behind him of * sweet
seventeen”—as he is pleased to call the sup-
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porters of the Governmwent—he will hold a
very different opinion. The same hon. member,
in seconding the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber for Bevorley, did so on grounds that were
entircly in opposition to the views advanced
by themover of the amendment. The hon.
member for Beverley suid nothimg in sup-
pori of the proposal to give a pecuniary com-
pensation to the Roman Catholicbody, whereas
the hon. member for Nannine, in purading his
geverogity and liberulity, averred that he
would give that body £100,000in compensation,
But in connection with that, I must say that
Idoubt very much whether, if he had any idea
that it waspossille to give that largs smount,
he would have mude such a mugnificent offer.

Me. InningworTH : You are not guoting me
fairly.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burc): Yes I am. ‘I'he hon. member further,
in arguing in oppesition to the mover of the
amendment, advocated the abolition of the
pregent system of education, the establish-
ment of one National system, und the pur-
chase of the Agsisted Schools by the uovern-
ment. Theideaof purchasing the whole of these
schools iantterly impossible and impracticable.
We know that the Koman Cutholic body will
not eel! thew; therefore, why does the hon.
mewmber for Naopine ask the Government to
pursue u course that heknows, or at least
ought toknow,is impossible and iwpracticable?
The onty way of purchusing these achools wouald
be bo compel the Roman Catholic body to seil
them by passing an Act of Parlinment. T will
assumo for n moment that the Select Commit-
tee suggested that the schools should be pue-
ehaged at the vaiuation eet upon thew by
the Komon Catholic body, viz, £47,000, and
thot the House adopted the suggestion,
what would prevent the Roman Catholic using
that sum of £47,000 in acquiring other schools
immediately after ?

Me. Simpeox : 1a thal the kind of conduct
you think they would be gwlty of ?

Taeg ATTORNLEY-GERERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): That argument answers the con-
tention of the bon, woember for Nannine,
when he eays that the Government
should purchase the schools. ‘I'he Select
Committes would have been simply delad-
ing this House if they had suggested, in
face of the evidence, that the cowpensation
should take the form of the purchnse of the
schools. Now [ ask, what are we to think of
a motion such aa this one, moved by the hon.
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nmember for Beverley, on the grounds that I
huve stated, and seconded by the hon, member
for Nanrine, om such totally different and
utterly inpracticable grounds? I hope the
hon., member for Nannine will recognise that
if this watter is to be scttled at all, it must
be settled by a direct pecuninry compensation
as suggested by the Bill,

Mg. ILuiNaworTH : For what ?

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hom. 8.
Burt): For that which Parlinment recognised
o few weeks ago as the veated interests which
huve grown up under the Education Aect of
1871.

Mg, [LuinaworTH « Those are the schools.

TueATTORNEY-GENYRAL({Hon, 8, Burt):
No, they are embodied in the capitation grant
which was brought into force by the Aet.
No one, at this stage, will surely say that when
Parliament apoke of the vested interests which
have arisen, that it did not mean the vested
mterests invelved in the grant-in-aid, It was
owing to the cessation of that grant-in-aid that
we had to find compensntion, and the only
compensation that can he offered is that of a
direct money payment. I appeal tothe Hounse
again, having arrived at that stage when we
ennsider that a pecuniary compensation should
be given, that we should not get away from
that point #nd endeavor to re-open the whole
controversy again, and raise those prejudices
und passions which wehoped had been smother-
ed for the present, but that we should
endeavour to finally decide the guestion, once
nnd for all, by fixing an eguitable nmount of
eowpensation to the religious body coneerned
in the withdArnwal of the assistance to the
Asgsisted Schools. The hon. mnember for Gernld-
ton who haataken a leading partin this ques-
tion—and I can only thank him for the gen-
erous tone he has adopted in discussingit on
previous occaszions—has told us before now
that hie desires to be liberal. The hon. wember
for Nannine and the hon. member for Albany
huave exch given us o similarassurance. In the
face of that fact, and in the fuce of the fact
that Parlinment has decided that this question
should be finally decided, and also in view of
the suggestion that o pecuniary compensation
should be paid, surely we bhave a light task in
fixing the amount of the compensation. Let
hon. members, if they like,say that the amount
of £20,000. suggested by the Bill, is too high,
but let us arrive at o common understanding
in regard to the amount that should be paid ;
and [ de¢ appeal to hon. members not to
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throw out this Bill, and thus Inunch as on the
sea of trouble, again, which always arises in
this or in any other conatry where this gues-
tion of education is in an unsettled condition.
We may never have the opportnnity again,
and if we neglect the chance that is now af-
forded us to settle the gquestion, we shall
give rise to further bitterneas and regret. We
are practically only standing oa the thresheld
of the question yet, and, so long as we allow it
to remain nnsctiled, the more ncute will it be-
come and the more will it divide this com-
muoity in sach a way as we shall deplore
hereafter. Whatever our individual opinion
may be, I appeal to hon, members fo endea-
vor to sattle their differences on this question
and to come to some common understanding
regarding it.
defeatiug the motion for the shelving of the
Bill for six months. Let us therefore read the
Billa second time, and then get into committee
where we can arrive at a definite conclusion
regarding the amount of compensation that
should be paid to the Roman Catholic body
for the withdrawal of the grant-in-aid to the
Assisted Schools.

Me. THROSSELL: Sir, [ desire to say a few
words in support of this Bill, and [ would
remind the House that it has been introdneed
entirely atthe dictum of the Opposition. The
only question that remaing to Le settled, in
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ions on the matter except that T desive to sce
fair play done to the religiousbody interested ;
and I judge, from the remarks that have been
made hoth inside and outside of the House,
$hat hon. mewbers also desire that justice
should be done ¢o that body, and that they
should be awarded a fair and liberal compen-
subion for the loss of the grant.in-aid to their
schools. Now I wish to sny, in connection
with the question of what amount of compen-
sation should he given, that T admired the
Premier when he acknowledged that he had
made an error in proposing to the Seleet
Committee that £30,000 should be paid and
consequently reduced the amount to £20,000
in the Bill; and T can only say that if the Hon,
the Premier had insisted nupon the larger sum
being awarded, he would not have received
the support that he will receive to-night. 1f

. weaward the proposed sum of £20,000 which, as

I have before stated, will only cost the country
£700 per annum, we shall definitely settle
this turbulent gquestion of education, and

then we shall never again hear the
hon. member for Gernldton,—whom we
all admire for hia eloquence and for

his satire—urging the Government to take
stepa to settle it. I hope that the hon, member
for Geraldton wilthe generousto-night and help

- the Government to do what he has =0 often

my opinion at any rate, iz, whetherthe amount .
of compensation which issuggested in the Bill

is too lurge ov too smail, and I am inclined to
think, as the hon, member for Nannine thinks,
that the Government should have made the
amount lnrger. At the same time, I am nob

prepared to admit that the Government should .

give the Roman Catholic body £47,00.0 for the
purchase of the Assisted Schools, because, if

that amount were invested at the usual rate of °
interest obtainable by the Govermment, it

would return a revenue of £1,645 per annum,
while the sum of £20,000 wounld, at the same
rate of interest, yield £700 per annum. Then;
with regard to what the Roman Catholic Bishap
would do with the meney, if he invested it at
15 per cent. as suggested by the hon. memher
for Nannihe, it would prove that he was not
only a good Bishop, butthat he was also agood
business man. Coming to the main point,
however, I think that if we confine ourselves
to the gquestion of what amount of compen-
sation ghould be paid, without going into de-
tailsat all, we shall decide the matter much
quicker. Ido not hold any very atrong opin-

said they should do. What have we to fear
in this matter ? We know is is o wise politieal
axiom that the children are the property of
the State, and that ns we educate, or neglect
to educate our children, so the State will gain
or suffer. The money that is proposed to he
given to the Boman Catholic hody will be
returned again, and will be u source of
national wenlth by reason of the children
being educated vy that body. There has
never been nny charge hrought against that
body of faulty education ; and, what does it
signify if, side by side with an honest und good
secular edncation, the Roman Catholiecs stand
trne to their principles and impart religious
instruction to the young as well ? The effect
of all religious instruction, whether it be by
the Roman Catholic or any other dencmina-
tion is to make the children grow up to be good
and law-abiding citizens; and it is for that
reason that I have much pleasure in support-
ing this Bill. If hon. members are honest in
their desire for the peace and quietness they
npenk of, they need only discuss the details of
the proposed method for obtaining that much-
to-he-desired state of affairs having first
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affirined the principle that the compensation
should be given.

Me. RANDELL: Sir,1 do not propose to
any very much on this question. T think that,
so far, some of the speakers have travelled
outside the principle that ia before the House,
and it seams to me to be almost impossible,
in dealing with o question of this description,
to nvoid doing so. T think soinething may he
said for the motion of the hon., member for
Beverley, to shelve the Billfor six months.
It 48 mnot the intention of  hon,
mombers on  this side of the House to
throw ont the Bill, but T think it is in keeping
with  Purliamentary procedure that it
should not be said that, although hon. mem-
hers who were opposed to a measure, allowed
the second reading to be carried, and then ex-
pressed their opposition to it at a later astage
of its progress through the House, that those
hon. members were factious in] their opposi-
tion to the measure. The Hon. the Premier, in
introducing this Bill, approached the subject
in o very friendly spirit, and I do not blame
him for that in the slightest, but, at the same
time, I think the House should carefully con-
sider it from another point of view, and
that is ns to how we can settle this question
to the sotisfaction of the electors. Indica-
tions are not wanting that the Feeling of the
eountry is growing atronger and sironger in
favor of the abolition of the dual system of
eduention, and the hon. the Premier, recognis-
ing that, ia now trying to secure the best terms
for compensation for the Assisted Schools
which nre to be abolished. On the other hand,
it is the duty of hon. members to guard the
interests of the country, and to offer a fair and
equitable amount of compensation to the
Rowcan Catholic body for the withdrawal of
the capitation grant for education. That is
the gist of the whole question. T wish to refer
toaremark made by the Hon.the Premier with
regard to the introductioz of the education
system which now prevails, and I will anawer
that by stating thut we had a splendid system
of education in force before the pnssing of the
Act he referred to, nnd thabit gnve satisfaction
toall hut one seclion of the community. 1
will say nothing in regard to the statement
which the hon. member attributed to me, to
the efect that that Act was thrust upon the
people, except to say that Ican fully justify
the position I have taken and the statements
I have made in regard to the question. Then
we come to the obher aspect of the qguestion,
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which was presented by the Attorney-General,
and that is the procedure that has been
adopted in other parts of Australasia with
regard to the granting of compensation for the
withdrawal of the grant-in-aid tonny particular
religious body for educational purposes. The
principle adopted in Queensland, New South
Wales, and Victorin, was that the grant should
continue for a mumber of years, and should
then cense, and I might point out that
the sum of £6,000 per nnnum paid by the
Queensland Government does not apply to
our case, hecanse there were a  lurger
nwunber of children in  the schools
in that colony, nod consequently the amonnt of
the grant-in-aid was proportionately larger.
In Victorin and New South Wales, T think the
grant was extended over a period of three yoars,
and the sawe conditions exiated in those
colonies ns those which existed in this coleony.
The people of those eolonies decided that the
nssistance to schools, other than Government
schools, should cease, and the people of this
colony have arrived at a gimiluc decision, And
now, therefore, it hecomes a queation ns to
what wwount of cowmpensation should be
paid to those Assisted Schools. With regard
to that gquestion of the ammount of compen-
sation, 1 musc sapy that I entirely disagree
with the exaggerated views cxpressed by the
houn. member for Nannine as to what he would
be prepared to give as compensation. [ woull
not be at all prepared to purchase these
schools, as he suggests, at the figure gquoted
by the Roman Catholic body, viz.,£47,000; and
in connection with the valuatinn which that
hody has placed upon the a-hool buildings in
their possession—: list of which they have
prepared—I would not consent to pay the
£6,000 for the first school mentioned, as it is
not an Assisted School. That, however, ia he-
side the question which we have to decide.
‘With regard to the question of the Govern-
ment purchasing the Assisted Schools, [ believe
ths Government did offer to purchase the
school buildings which were sitnated in the
more convenient localities, and that they in-
tended to use them for the purposes of the
Governwment Schools, but T do not know

. whether the purchase wus effected. However,

I think the Attorney-Genersl has effectually
amswered the arguments of the hon. member
for Naunnine on the question of purchasing the
Assisted Schools, and I think the principle ad-
vocated by the Atlorney-General, of allowing
the payment oi compensation to extend over u
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number of years, is a correct one. Ae to the
amount of the compensation, I find that in
1894, n sum of £2,11512s. 10d. was paid to the
Assisted Schools of the colony. But, of that
amonnt, £322 3s. 3d. was paid to the Orphan-
nge of the Church of Englaud, and £39 8s.
was graunted to the Perth Boys’ School, and if
the total of those amounts is deducted from
the sum of £2115 13s, 10d, it will be
seen that the actual amonnt paid to the
Assisted Schools in that yenr wns £1,7341s. 7d.
‘That amount of £1,734 18, 7d. multiplied by 10
wonld, in round numbers, amount to £17,000.
My idea is that five years’ purchaze would
be a fair, equitable und reasonable compensa-
tion for the loss of the Assisted Schools to the
Eoman Catholic body. Assuming that lbe
present annual grant is £2,000, it will be seen
that the total nmount of compensation would
be £10,000; but, for the sake of Leing generous,
and with a view to settling this question,
which we all apparently desire should be
settled, I would be willing to add another
£5,000 to that sum, and make the total amount
of compensation £15,000. Enough has lLeen
said on this question in former debates, and
the time has now come when we should arrive
at an amicable conclusion regarding it.

Mg, WOOD : Mr. Speaker, I feel it to be my
duty to say a few words on this sabject. It
has been threshed out over and over again,
and the only question which, in my opinion,
remains to he settled now is as to how, aod on
what terms, the Governinent Grunt to Assisted
Schools is to be terminnted. I have gathered
from the debate that the method to be adopted
is that of a monetary compensation, and
therefore, all we have now to decide is the
amount of fthat compensation. I think the
House is 0 be congratulated upon the fuct thut
within 18 moutha of the lust general election,
when the question of abolishing the Assisted
Schoo!s was such a burning oue, a Bill is
introduced having for its object the abolition
of those schools. I pledged myself to my
constituents then that [ would do all I
could to bring about the abolition of
the dual system of educotion, and I con-
sider that I have vedeemned my promise. Now,
Lam perfectly free to vote for any amounnt of
compensation, which in my opinion is a proper
amount. [ amunder no pledge to iy electors
as to any sum, and, whatever [ do in the direc-
tion of fixing the sum to be paid to the Roman
Catholic body, [ am prepared to take the re-
sponsibility for it at the next general 2lection.

[ASSEMEBLY.)
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Mg. LEAXE : Tell us what you are going to
do.

Me, WOOD : 1 will not tell youn, I desire to
protest agninst the statement made by she

- hon. memher for Beverley, that the Govern-

ment have influenced their supporters in re-
gard to this question, and, so far as I am per-
sonally concerned, I huvenaver been approach-
ed by the Prewier, or by the Government Whip,
or by any member of the Guvernment, al-
thongh 1 canuot eay thatI have not been ap-
proached by other members of the Housa. [
intend to oppose the amendnent of the hon.
member for Beverley, and [ intend to waib
until the Bill is being considered in Com-
mittee hefare [ etate what T consider to be a
fair nmount of compensation to pay to the
Roman Catholic body. I sincerely hope that
the Education Question will he now settled
once and for all.

Me. A. FORREST; Sir, Ido not intend to
give asilent vote on this queation. T shall
certainly not vote for the amendment moved
by the hon. member fir Beverley, but I shall,
when the proper time comes, vote in the
direction of puying the Roman Cuatholic body
£20,000 compensation, for I made sp wy mind
sowe time ago that that was a fair and equit-
able amount of compensation to pay them for
the withdrawal of the capitation grant, I
shall be glad, and I am sure all hon. members
will be glad nlso, when this vexed quertion of
education ie finally settled, becauseit has
stirred up religious controversy and bitter-
ness to such an extent that there is now
the possibility of n mau heing elected to Par-
liament simply because of his religions convic-
tions. I donothelieve that such o state of affaire
23 that should be allowed to exist, and 1
hope that the electors will never be led inie
voting for a man because of his religious con-
victions, Now, the question of the nmount of
compensation is the only one that requires
to be settled. The Joint Select Counnittee re-
commended the payment of £30,000, but it was
agreed, after consideration, that that amount
was too much, and that £20,000 was an ample
sam to pay. In that view I cordinlly concur;
and here let me mention that, as far as [ um
concerned, as the Government Whip, [ have
not received auny instructions from the
Government to ssk hon. members to vote
for tbat amount of compensation, and 1
defy anyone 10 say that [ have. With
regird to the manmer in which the Roman
Catholic body has conducted the education
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of the children hitherto, nobody can say auy
thing ngainst it. It has been done cheap-
ly and effectively, but [ think everyone will he
glad when the systemw of Assisted Schoola is
wbolished, Lecause I cannot understand why
all the children should not be educated under
one National system, as suggested by the
hon. member for Nannine. I can only say,
in ¢onclusion, that [ hope hon. mewbers will
deal fairly and justly with this religious body,
who Lave done so wuch in the cause of
education in the past, and award them the
amount of compensation suggested in Lhe
Bill, viz., £20,000, becaunse, by doing so, we
shall save the coountry £2,000 a year.

Me., JAMES: I beg to move that the
debate be now adjourned.

The House divided on the motion to adjourn,
with the following result:—

Noes e 18
Ayes .. 8
Majority against 10
AvEs. Nors,
Mr. George Mr. Clackson
Mr. Nlingworth Mr, Cookworthy
Mr. Leake Sir J. Forrest
Mr. Moss Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. R. F. Sholl Mr, Hassell
Mr. H. W, Sholl BMr. Lefroy
Mr. Simpson Mr. Loton
Mr. James (Teller.) Mr. Marmion
Mr. Moran
Mr, Phillips
Mr. Randell
Mr. Ricbardson
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Traylen
Mr. Venn
Mr. Waood
Mr. Connor ( Tetler.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mg, LOTON : Tt seems to be the desire of
some hon. members that this debate should
not be concluded co-night, and, in order to fill
up a few minutes of time, I shall take the op-
portunity of saying a few words on this
question. Now, in the firat place, with regard
to the amwendment of the hon. member
for Beverley, T am, fo a certain extent, in ne-
cord with the hon. member when he endeavars
to show that the amount of compensatior sug-
geated in the Billis too high; but,as the desire
has been expressed by hon. members that the
question should be settled, it scems to me that
it would not be right to follow the hon. mem-
ber in his desire to ghelve ilbe Bill for six
months. Now, Sir, with regard to the claims
which have heen put forward for compen-
sation to the Roman Catholic body for the loss
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of the capitation grant, I wish to refer,
withoul goiny into details, to the Education
Act of 1871, and to simply state that,under that
law, two systemsof eduention were allowed.
No religious body was compelled to adopt
cither syatem, but it was left entirely optional
t¢ thein, and has continued to be opticnal to
them up to the present. [t seems to me that
any religious body that adopted the nasisted
systornw of education did so posaibly to en-
denvor to give a better secular education fo
tha children than could he given to them
under a pational aystem of education, and,at
the same time, to impart that religious in-
struction which could not be given under the
national system. Now, Parlinment has, in
deference to the wish of the people, found it
desirable to abolish the dual syatem of edu-
eation and to adopt one pational system, and,
o5 that national system will be open
in future to all religious bodies, I
really o not see why the question of vested
interests, established by the granting of the
capitation grant to any particular religious
community for educational purposes, should
be considered to have nny very great bearing
on the issue at all. Those who adopted the
Asgsisted Schools system in the first instance,
did not do so out of a spirit of patriotism, but
were actuated by a very laudable desire to
give their children religious instruction, and,
in connection with that matter, I shonld be
very glad, as far as [ am personally concerned,
to see every child receiving that religicus in.
struction which cannot be given under a
national system of education. Having said
this, it seems to me that the claim for com-
pensation on bebalf of the Roman Catholic
body for the loss of their system of education
(which, a8 I have said, they voluntarily
adopted), should not be made utall, However,
it has beep ndmitéed that certain vested
interests hnave grown up under the Act of
1871, and it is that particulur point which we
have to deal with in order to see that justice
is done to the religions body whose vested
interests arve at stuke. Now, Sir, I um pre-
pared to deal fairly, and, to o certain extent,
liberally, with that body; and if the general
opinion should be that the proposed amounnt of
compensation is 100 high, I hope hon, members
will muke an earnest endeavor to fix upon na
amount that will meet the wishes of all
parties, It is of no mse beating about the
bush, ae the hon. member for Nanonine did,
when he suggested that the Assisted Schools
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should be purchased by th- State, and that
the religions body interested should be paid
w large snm of money. [f we do puor-
chase the schools, the Roman Catholic
body will still continue to give religious in.

TCOUNCIL.]

struction, and, althongh T do not blame them,

but, on the contrary, commend them in their
desire to impnet that instruction, still I do not
think they have any claim on the different
creeds of thecountry fo assistthemin the work.
Therefore, in fixing the amonnt of rompensa-
tion, we should consider justice on both sides,
beenuse the particular erced interested in
this proposed grant oaly represents u third or
n fourth of the population, and the other two,
thirds, or three fourths, arve entitled to he con-
gidered. At any rate, if we cre at all, it shounld

be on the side of genercsity, in order that the -

guestion may be amicably settled, and with-
out further discussion. [ will eay that,
huoving conferred with the hon. member for
Perth, I um of opinion that the wmount he
suggesta a3 compensation, viz., £15,000. is a
fair, reazonahle, and just amonnt to pay.

Mr. CLARKSON : It seems to me inaf hon.
members have addressed themsclves more to
the pringiple involved in the guestion, thun to
the principal mntter that is before the House,
and I' shall move that the question be now
put.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest): [
hopa the hon. member will not press that
motion.

The motion—that the guestion be now put
—wus not put.

Mg, JAMES: [ beg to move that the de-
bate be now adjourned.

Motion put and passed.

Debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at

p-m.

1L.35 o’elock,

Crown Suits Bill.

Legislative

Thursdey, 19¢k Seplember, 1895,

Gounsii,

Crown Suits Mill: dn committee—Copyright Bill -
second veading ; in committer ; thind reading—
Parks and Reserves Ll > fivst  reading—
Adjonriaent.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. &ir G. Shenton)
took the chair at 4.30 o’clock, p.m.

CROWN BUITE BILL.

Clause 37— Limitation of Damages " :

Tur Howx. 8 J. HAYNES: Since the
adjournment, I lave considered this Clause,
and am still of opinion that the limit of
£1,000 is totally inadeguate. Whilat I set my
face against the 3tate puying foncy sums as
damages, [ think this mnoant errs on the other
side, und [ beg to propose that the word
"one” bhe struck out, and that the word
“ two* be substituted in lien thereof. Even
by making the sam £2,000, the interest on it
would only give o man whe wns maimed
enough to exist on,

Tue Hon. C. A, PIESSE: I shall support
this amendment. It has been said that if
twenty persons were injured in an accident,
and they each got £2,000, it would be «
gerious mutter for the Stute. I might point
out, however, that this £2,000 is only a
waximuut, und it does not follow that every-

.one who is injured will get the full amount.

T should also like to know whether the pro-
visions of this Bill apply to the Land Grant
Railways.

Tas How, F. T. CROWDELR : I should be
prepared to support an even higher sum than
£2000. I do not blame the Government,
ufter seeing the experience of the other colo-
pies, for trying to limit their liability, but I
think this smount of £1,000 is sltogether too
small,

THe MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.

H. Wittenoom): I hope hon. members will

seriously consider this matter in the light of
past history. In the other colonies lnrge sums,
and considerably more than could be afforded,
have had to be paid, and, when we take into
consideration our revenue, 1 think the sum
mentioned in the Bill is awple. [f we had
£40,000 or £50,000 to pay, owing to an acci-
dent it would le a serious mutfer 1o the ie-



